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. HE allowing Sheets might in 

all Probability have never ſeen 
the Light, had . many Gentle- 
men 1 great D Fray. both 
in Fortune and Cl aracter, been 
infſamouſſy abus'd by miniſterial 
Authority, as a Kennel of Hounds, Traytors, 
Run-aways, Scoundrels, Rogues and Raſcals, 
for only following the Diftates of their Con- 


ſciences, and endeavouring to ſerve their 
Country. 


Every Man, who hath made any Remarks 


9 


on our political Diſputes, for ſeveral Tears 


E , muſt hade obſeryd that the miniſterial 
riters have always dealt in perſonal Pane- 


gyrick, or perſonal Calumny, inſtead of de- 
{ending the Meaſures, which have been the 
Occaſcon of theſe unhappy Litigations ; where- 
as the Country Writers have chiefly confin'd 

Themſeboes to Facts, rer of Perſons, and 


2 Nieder 


—— — — 


iv FREF ACE, 


never attack'd the latter, without very great 
Provocation, any farther than the Matter in 


Queſtiun might be thought to reflect upon 


Them. 
Tam very ſorry for the Occaſion of ſaying 


ſo much upon this Subject, in the following 


Sheets; but Truth ought to be heard on both 
Sides. Enough, and mere than enough, hath 
been ſaid on one Side already; and 1 hope the 
other Side may be allow'd to make their De- 


* fence, according to that old Maxim; audi 


alteram Partem. 
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TO FH E 


1 entlemen, 


HOUGH You have already ap- 
proved the Conduct of thoſe Mem- 
MM bers, who have purpoſely abſented 

[] Themſelves from all Meetings of 
Parliament, ſince the Approbation 
} = ——===02) there given to the late Convention 
With. Spain; yet as the Succeſs of the ſalutary Mea- 
lures, propos d by {his Secefſion, ought to be much 
dearer to Thoſe engag'd in it, than meerly the 
Defence of their own Characters; and as the chief 
View of it was to fave a ſinting Conſtitution, by 
exciting the publick Attention, and endeavguring 
to diſpoſe every diſintereſted Briton ſeriouſly to 
examine into the preſent Poſture of our Affairs, 
and the Cauſes of thoſe late Events, which have 
10 apparently ſully'd our national Honour; it is 
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therefore abſolutely neceſſary, the Seſſion being: 


over, that You ſhould be more fully inform'd 
of the Circumſtances, which preceded this Seceſſion, 
the Motives that occaſion'd it, and the Advantages 
propoſed by it. 


ou need not be told that the greateſt Part of 


Thoſe, who have abſented Themſelves, are Gentle- 
men, whoſe Behaviour in Parliament for many 
Years paſt, hath at leaſt had the Appearance of Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, and conſequently merited your Ap- 
lauſe. Though their Attempts for the public Good 
ave been often defeated ; yet They flatter'd Them- 


ſelves that a corrupt Influence was not ſo ſtrong, but 


that Truth might at laſt prevail againſt it. For this 
Reaſon They were in Hopes that by their Perſe- 
verance, and a continual Application to the Duties 
of their Poſt, They ſhould at laſt eradicate thoſe Pre- 


judices, to which They were willing to impure their 
frequent Diſappointments, in Proſecution of the true 


Intereſts of the Nation. 
And, notwithſtanding the general ill Succeſs of 


their Endeavours 3 yet in particular Inſtances, of 


the greateſt Moment, They have ſometimes ſig- 
nally contributed to the Preſer vation of the publick 
Happineſs and Libersy ; of which no other Proofs 
are neceſſary than the Deſtruction of the Exciſe 
Scheme, which was intirely owing to their publick 
Spirit, ſupported by the general Voice of the 
People without Doors. | | 
Nor hath their Behaviour in Parliament been 
unattended with ſome other Advantages, when 
thoſe principally deſign'd by Fhem have fail'd ; 
for by their Pains in making Themſelves Maſters, 
and their Care to explain the moſt. abſtruſe and 
important Points, They have render'd the People 


ot this Kingdom better Judges of their true In- 


tereſts, (ſuch as the national Debts, the Revenue, 
the 
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the civil-L;ſt, Treaties, Trade, &c. ) than this, or per- 
haps any other People have been, in any Time paſt. 
hus did They proceed, notwithſtanding their 
repeated Attempts to ſerve the Publick had fo 
rarely any Weight ; for as They were ſupported 
by a Conſciouſneſs of their honeſt Intentions, and 
were encourag'd in their Reſolutions, by the Con- 
currence of the Majority of the Nation, who ſeem'd 
to intereſt Themſelves very ſtrongly in their Suc- 
ceſs, They hoped that the Voice of the People 
would at laſt become the Voice of Parliament, and 
that a Reformation of publick Meaſures would 
crown all their upright Endeavours. | 
But whilſt They flatter'd Themſelves with this 
glorious Proſpect, an undue Influence ſeem'd to pre- 
vail in all Caſes, except a very few; and though 
the utmoſt Efforts were made by the miniſterial 
Party to palliate it, They had nat their deſir'd Ef- 
fect, they could neither degrade the Gentlemen in 
the Oppoſition from the general Reputatton They had 
ſo deſervedly obtain'd, nor would the Nation be 
perſuaded to change its Sentiments as to the Con- 
duct of publick Affairs; though it is to be fear'd that 
in many other Inſtances, it hath been too ſucceſsful. 
For this Reaſon, it is certainly of the higheſt 
Conſequence that You ſhould examine, with the 
utmoſt Attention, the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who have given their Approbation this Seſſion to 
the late Convention with Spain; ſince no Proceedings 
of Parliament were ever more liable to ixvidious 
Interpretations, and Suſpicions of undue Influence. 
For his Convention was, in Appearance, ſo in- 
jurious to our undoubted Rights, and ſo different 
from what We had been taught to expect, that it 
hath undergone the private Cenſure of almoſt 
every Individual in the Nation, to whom even the 
moſt obſcure Account of it hath been communi- 
B 2 cated 
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cated —— I believe I may venture to affert that 
not ten Thouſand out of ten Millions approv'd it. 
Nor did the publick Diſguſt ſtop here ; for the 
City of London, and other great trading Towns, 
fearing it would end in the Deſtruction of their 
Commerce, petition*d the Parliament, for the Pre- 


ſervation of their Trade, in Terms, which declar'd, 


as far as They durſt, their Abhorrence of this 
Convention, and their Apprehenſions of its fatal 
Conſequences. : 

Now, when this Agreement with Spain, thus 
diſhonourable in Appearance, dreaded by the 
Merchants, and deteſted by the Publick, was not- 
withitanding approv'd by a Majority in Parliament, 
many of whom had made no ſcruple in private to 
condemn it, and ſome even after They had pub- 
lickly approv'd it; when it likewiſe appear*d that 
the Reaſons urg'd for that Approbation were al- 
together inconcluſive ; and therefore that the Ma- 
tives, Which ſway'd Them, were not of a Nature 
to be publickly avow'd; what was not to be ſuſ- 
pected from a Proceeding, in Appearance, ſo very 
extraordinary ? It was not to be doubted 
that Thoje, who have of late ſo ſtrongly aſſerted 
their Apprehenſions of Corruption, in the Conduct 
of our ay Affairs, would urge this E- 
vent as a deciſi ve Inſtance, in Proof of their Accu- 
ſation. 

As the Concurrence of the Majority in Parlia- 
ment, in Favour of the Convention, was ſo con- 
trary to the Expectations of the Nation, who were 
in Hopes that the Legiſlature would have cenſured 
it, in ſuch a Manner as it was univerſally thought 
to deſerve z it was believ'd that this Approba- 
tion, ſo liable to malicious Inſinuations, would 
not be ſlightly overlook'd by the Publick, but be 
diſtinguiſh'd by a Singularity of Behaviour proper 
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to excite the general Attention, and thereby dil- 
poſe You to examine the Circumſtances of bi, 
Event, with all the Caution neceſſary upon ſo 
important an Occaſion, 
And, ſurely, You cannot poſſibly doubt ofthe Im- 
rtance of the Occaſion, when You conſider that 
the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, and the En- 
joyment of our moſt valuable Rights, do immedi- 
> ately depend on the Integrity of your Repreſenta- 
> tives, It is therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence 
that You ſhould be particularly inform'd of their 
© Behaviour 3; eſpecially if, at any Time, it ſhould 
appear to be obſcure or ambiguous, | 
Ik it could be preſum'd that the Convention, when 
examin'd attentively, would really appear as miſ- 
chievous to our Commerce, and as ſhatneful to our 
national Charafter, as it hath been commonly re- 
: preſented, it could never have receiv*d the unby- 
: aſs'd Santtion of the Legiſlature. If therefore We 
are at Liberty to ſuſpect that undue Influence pre- 
vail'd, in this Inſtance, and that our moſt valuable 
Rights were ſacrific'd to the Safety of the Miniſter, 
We can have no Reaſon to hope that Thoſe, who 
for their private Intereſts had thus abandon'd Us, 
will ever oppoſe any future Exceſſes of miniſterial 
Power, however exorbitant. 


- 


In this Caſe, it becomes the Duty of Thoſe, who | 


2 firſt perceive the Danger, and know the Conle- 
> quences of it, to forewarn You of your perilous Si- 
tuation; for though whenever it ſhall happen that 
'a Majority of your Repreſentatives are in the Hands 
of the Miniſter, voting only as He inſtructs Them, 
© You are then indeed under abſolute Power; yet this 
+ Grievance, if timely perceiv'd by You, is always 
to be remedied by legal Methods, veſted in You by 
2 our Conſtitution for that Purpoſe ; the Laws having 
: given You the Right of petitioning his Majeſty 62 
F | à free 


a free Parliament ; and, at a new Election, it is 
v your Duty to withdraw your Truſt from Thoſe, 
4 who You have Reaſon to believe have perfidiouſly 
fold You, and to replace Them with Gentlemen more 
worthy of your Confidence, 
But ſhould You not be thoroughly made ſenſible 
»of the Influence and evil Tendency of Corruption, 
or ſuffer Yourfelves to be deceiv*d by the outward 
Forms of a Parliament, when the Eſſence of it is 
gone; a ſhort Continuance under this Deception 
may for ever diſable You from preſerving that In- 
dependency of Parliament, upon which all your an- 
tient Liberties depend. 
It therefore appears of how great Conſequence it 
is to the Publick, that You ſhould be rous'd by any 
lawful Meaſures, the more ſingular the more ef- 


Parliament is in the Power of the Miniſter. 

The doing of This by all proper Methods, how. 

ever unuſual they may be, becomes in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as much more the Duty of every Ho- 
neſt Repreſentative, than his Attendance on the 
miouter Intereſts of his Borough, or County, as the 
Prefervation of Liberty, and the Support of our 
Conſtitution are of more Conſequence than the 
Rights of any particular Society. 
Suppoſing therefore that the Convention was 
really as diſhonourable as the Publick have been 
made to believe, and conſequently that it could 
only be approv?d by ſuch as were gain'd by undue 
Influence; on this Suppoſition, I ſay, it is evident 
that the Gentlemen in the Seceſſion, by railing the 
Attention of the Nation, and thereby engaging You 
in a more particular Diſcuſſion of this Affair, have 
contributed their utmoſt to your future Preſerva- 
tion, 
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A more accurate Diſquiſition into our late Ne- 
gociations with Spain being therefore jy 
neceſſary, either to juſtify the general Diſſike 
them without Doors, or to vindicate the Characters 
of thoſe Gentlemen, who voted for it within Doors, 
1 ſhall endeavour to gratify that Deſire of Infor- 
mation, which the late Seceſſion hath rais'd in You, 
and to lay before You all the material Particulars 
of that memorable Tranſaction. | 
But I muſt obſerve to You, that it 1s neceſſary 
You ſhould be firſt acquainted with the many 
Breaches of Faith, and the very injurious Treat- 
ment of Spain towards Us, for above ten Years 


© -paſt; ſince it was upon this previous Knowledge 


of the Perfidy and Inſolence of that Nation that We 
ought in Prudence to have regulated our late Ne- 


gotiations. 


And therefore, before I enter upon the Subject 
of the Convention, I ſhall give You a ſummary Ac- 
count of what hath paſs'd between Us and Spain, 
ſince the Rupture in the Year 1727, confirming 


every Part of it by ſuch Authorities as are not lia- 


ble co a, r by which You will be fully fa- 
tisfy*'d how little her Promiſes deſerv'd to be truſt- 
ed, and how little We could depend on any Re- 


dreſs, that was to be obtain'd by a future Solia- 


#101. | 


The Rupture between Us and Spain, in the Year 
1727, was firſt made up by the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles ſign'd at Paris, on the laſt Day of May in the 
ſame Year, 

But the Pacification ſtipulated by thoſe Articles, 
though ſubmitted to by Us, was never obſery'd by 
the Spaniards, except before Gibraltar, where the 
Bravery of our. Troops, rather than the Strength 
of our Garriſon, had taught Them that oper Force 
would prove ineffectual. 

To 
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To pacity the Publick, who were highly exaſ- 
perated at the daily Depredations committed by 
the Spaniſh Privateers, in Defiance of the Ceſſa- 
tion of Arms, whilſt We did not attempt to make 
any Reprizals, there was ſign'd at the“ Pardo, 
during the next Seſſion of Parliament, a new Con- 
vention, more explicit than the Preliminaries. _ 

In this Convention, his Catholick Majeſty pro- 

miſes intirely to abandon the Siege of Gibraltar; 
engages that all Huſtilities ſhall immediately ceaſe ; 
that our American Trade ſhall be no longer inter- 
rupted; and that a clear and expreſs Order ſhall 
be forthwith iſſued for the Reſtitution of the Prince 
Frederick, a Ship belonging to the South-Sea Com- 
pany. ; 
But beſe Promiſes were as ineffectual as the for- 
mer; every one of them being evaded-———The 
Prince Frederick was not reſtor d— Gibraltar 
was more cloſely blockaded than it had ever been 
before; and the Hoſtilities of Spain in the Weſt- 
Iudies oblig'd our Merchants of London, Briſtol, and 
Liverpool, to petition the Parliament for Redreſs, 
at their next Seſſion; which gave Occaſion to our 
memorable Spithead Expedition, during the Sum- 
mer. 

However, upon our conſenting at laſt that Spa- 
niſþb Garriſons ſhould be introduc'd into the ſtrong 
Places of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, Spain 
condeſcended to treat with Us again; and in the 
Treaty of 1 Seville, ſign'd the gth of Nov. 1729 
N. S. it was again promis'd Us that all Hoſtilities 
and Violences, on the Part of Spain ſhould ceaſe ; 
and that the moſt rigorous Orders ſhould be pub- 
liſh'd for their future Prevention. His Catholick 
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See the Convention gd af the Pardo, Art. 1, 2. 3. 
Þ Treaty of Seville, Art. 5, and the 24 /eparate Ariich. 
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Majeſty likewiſe engaged to make Us Reparation 
both for what He had confiſcated, and for what 
Damages We had ſuffer'd by the Continuation of 
Hoſtilities beyond the Time formerly preſcrib'd for 


the Ceſſation of them. 
All theſe Engagements were again violated ; 


their Depredations in America increaſing after this 


Treaty, and the Reſtitution thereby promis'd for 
Confiſcations and Seizures not being made good to 
this Day; though, in order to procure theſe Sti- 
e We conſented to a Meaſure, which 
ath ſince prov'd fatal to the Ballance of Power 
in Europe. | | 

The Pyracies of the Guarda Coſtas again o- 


blig'd our Merchants to petition the Parliament, 


in little leſs than a Year after the Treaty was 
ſign'd ; and the King, being addreſs'd upon it, a 
* fourth Promiſe was obtain'd from the Spaniſh 
Court, that theſe Hoſtilities ſhould be effectually 
reſtrain'd z which Promiſe, like the preceding ones, 


ſerv'd only to amuſe Us, and was follow'd by 


greater Exceſſes. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe notorious Breaches of 
Faith, We were flatter'd that our Commiſſaries, 
who met Thole of Spain in the Beginning of the 
Year 1732, would procure Us ample Relief. 

But to baffle theſe Hopes, We had the Mortifi- 


0 cation to find that the firſt Affair, which occurr'd 


after the Opening of their Commiſſion, was a 
Demand made by the Spaniſh Commiſaries, 
that there ſhould be immediately paid by the 
South-Sea Company the full Duties for Negroes, 


— 


See the King of Spain's Declaration dated at Seville, Feb. 
8, 1732 N. S. 
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amounting to“ 30,000]. per Annum, to be Fec- 
kon'd from the Pacification. 
They inſiſted upon a direct Complyznce with 


could not proceed to the Diſcuſſion of any other 
Point. 
Now, it was well known to Them, and prev d 


ties, They had depriv'd the Company: of their 
Trade, and had prohibited their Veſſels from en- 
tering” the Spaniſb Ports. 


open, by a Demand made for Duties at a Time, 
when no Trade was permitted. The Foundation 
of this Claim too was * remarkable, as it a- 
mounted to This, that Spain inſiſted on the Du- 
ues from a certain paſt Period, not becauſe She 
had at that Time open'd the Trade, but becauſe 
She had promis'd to do it, and had broken her 
Faith. 

Indeed, the Spaniſh Commiſſaries did at lat, 
after a Month's Diſpute, conſent to abate of 
their firit Demands 3 bur what We granted by 
Way of Compromiſe to Them, on this Head, 

was very prejudicial to the acknowledg'd Rights 
of the Company; and our Complyance, atter- 

wards drew upon the Company a Pretenſton till 
more extraordinary; for in one of the Conte-- 


_— 


* The Authorities referr'd to by the ollowing Numbers are 
the Letters and Papers to and from the Commiſſaries in Spain 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons, the 13th of May, 17353 
purſuant to their Addreſs of the 28th of March, in the ſame 
Tear, 

See the Proceedings on this Head in M. 8, 9, 11, 13, 15. 
18, 20, 21, 23. | 


rences, 


this Demand, and declar'd that otherwiſe They: 


by our Commiſſaries, that for near three ears of 
the Interval, for which They demanded: #heſe Du- 


With ſuch an happy Augury did this . 


g 
4 
L 
x 
1 


n n 


» 
4 
F 


(11) 


rences, it was urg d by Us, that as before the Rup- 
ture the Company, by the Vexation of the Spaniſh 
Officers, had been often prevented from introducing 
the whole Number of Negroes, according to A- 
greement, though at the ſame Time They had 
paid the full Duties, it was therefore hoped that 
an Allowance wauld be made Them for what 
They had thus overpaid. But it was reply'd by 
the Spaniſh Commiſſaries, that the Company were to 


expect, on this their Confeſſion, that the King 


their Maſter, inſtead of granting Them any Thing 
on this Head, would inſiſt on Reparation for the 
Damage, which his Dominions had ſuſtain'd by 
not being ſupply'd with the whole Number of 
* Negroes as ſtipulated by the Aſiento Treaty. 

This Affair being thus diſpatch'd, the Spani/þ 
Commiſſaries agreed to the mutual Exchange of the 
reſpective Claims on either Side; which being 
done, They in the next Place declared that where- 
as the King their Maſter hath an indifputable Right, 
by the Gift of Pope Alexander the bth c. to the 
Property, and Pominion of all the Continents, 
Iſlands and Seas adjacent, either already diſco- 
„ ver'd, or that ſhall be hereafter diſcover'd, be- 
„ tween the Arctick and Antartick Poles an hun- 
« dred Leagues Weſtward of the Iſlands des A- 
Fgores; Excepting thoſe Places, which have ſince, 
* by Agreement with his Catholick Majeſty, been 
s poſſeſs d by other Princes; and whereas the Bri- 
* tifh Nation have introduc'd Themſelves into the 


— — 
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* See No. 66. 

N B. It may not be improper to obſerve that theſe 
Diſputes about the Negroe Duties do not at all relate to the 
Sum of 68,0001 lately claim'd by the King of Spain from the 
Sor th. Sea Company; the Foundation of this Demand being of 
a different Nature, as We ſhall hereafter explain, 


C 2 * ſaid 


1737-8, laid before the Houſe of Commons loft Tear. 
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& ſaid Dominions, without the Conſent of his 
« ſaid Catholick Majeſty, particularly into the 
« Iſlands of New Providence, St Catherine, St- An- 
1 drews, Port Royal &c: * and within the Li- 
«« mits of Florida, the Britiſh Commiſſaries ought 
s to agree that the above-mention'd Places be eva- 
© cuated, and that all Others, which have been 
& poſleſs'd in the like Manner, would be left free 
&. and unmolefted, or that the Britiſ Nation ſhall 
* make appear, that They are in Poſſeſſion of 
« them, by Virtue of an Agreement with his 
1% Catholick Majeſty.” 

. And in Conſequence of this their pretended Do- 
minion in the American Seay, Þ the Spaniſh Commi/- 


ſaries at the ſame Time inſiſted that, in order to 
avoid the Hoſtilities of Spain, the Ships of Great 


Britain, or her Colonies, paſſing through thoſe Seas, 
ſhall not vary from their proper Courſe. 
The Deſign of this Reſtriction is ſince more 


particularly explain'd in a Letter from Mr de la 


Quadra to our Miniſter, Mr Keene ; wherein He 
declares, ** || That the only Navigation, which 
can be claim'd by the Engliſh, being That to 
« their own Colonies, whilit They ſteer a due 
« Courſe, their Ships are liable to Confiſcation, 
„if it ſhould be prov'd that They have alter'd 
«© their Route, in order to draw near to the Spaniſh 
« Coaſts" So that it ſeems the late ſearching 
and pillaging of our Merchants is founded on the 
Dominion of thoſe Seas veſted in Them by a Grant 
from his Holineſs Pope Alexander. 


„ 
Pn. —_ 1 


* See No. 42, 43. 
I See No. 21, Art. 29. 
{| Sze Mr de la Quadra's Letter to Mr Keene, dated Feb, 10. 
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; But notwithſtanding the high Indignity.. offer'd 
> Us by tboſe Pretenſions, and the ſcoffing Inſult of 
gravely urging to Us ſuch a ridiculous and chimes 
rical Title to them, our Commiſſaries ſtill continued 
their Conferences with Them; and proceeded, in 
Conſequence of the 5th Article of the Treaty of 
Seville, to claim the Reſtitution of all Prizes taken 
by Spain, ſince the Time preſcrib'd by the Preli- 
1 nary rides for the maitual Cefſation of Hoſti- 
' bes. 14 2 : 
But here again the Inſolence of Spain exerted it- 
ſelf, in its uſual Manner; for though that Court 
had no Doubt reſolv'd never to grant Us Repara- 
tion for any Injuries We had ſuſfer'd, at whatever 
Time or in whatever Shape they had been com- 
mitted, yet She choſe to, cavil about the Tizne, 
from whence We were intitled to it, in order to 
- ſhew, by the Wildneſs of her Reaſoning, in what 
extream Contempt She held Us; for her Commifſa- 
> ries infiſted, that the Preliminaries referr'd to in 
the ch Article of the Treaty of Seville were not th® 
: Preliminaries ſign'd at Paris in 1727, bur the Con- 
vention at the Pardo, ſignd in the Year 1728; 
for, ſaid They, though it vas ſtipulated by the 
© Preliminaries ſigi'd at Paris that all Hoſtilities 
ſhould ceaſe, and that Repararion ſhould be made 
for all Prizes taken after the. Time preſcrib'd for 
The Ceſſation of Hoſtilities ; yet thele Stipulations 
peing broken, and Haſtilities continued, it became 
. E to form a new Agreement next Year 
at the Pardo, in order to obtain a more compleat 
Pacification; and therefore his Convention ought 
to be conſider'd as the Epochs, from whence Re- 
== ought to commence, | 


[Lc - .. we 


ht . ns * "7 


/ See No. 56, 58, 60, 62, 64. 
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But it muſt be remember'd that this Continuation 
of Hoſtilities, and Breach of Stipulations, here 
urg'd to debar Us of our Right, were intirely 
owing to Spain, and therefore one cannot but be 
amaz d at the Confidence of her Commiſſaries; 
who could thus formally undertake to prove, that 
becauſe their Maſter had not made good his En- 
gements to Us, We did by this his Breach of 
aith, loſe all the Right deriv'd to Us by repeated 
Treaties, as well as the Law of Nations. © 
. Notwithſtanding all This, our Commiſſaries ftill 
proceeded ; and the Spaniards, in Conſequence of 
our exemplary Submiffion, demanded in the next 
Place * that Reftitution ſhould be made to Them, 
for thoſe Spaniſh Men of War, which were taken 
by Us near Sicily in the Year 1718, grounding this 7 
Claim upon the gth Article of the Treaty of Ma- 
drid, in the Year 1921, by which We had pro- 
mis'd to reſtore them in the Condition they were 
then in, or the Money they were ſold for, if any 
Had been ſolc. N 
The Circumſtances of this Tranſaction, as re- 
lated in a Pamphlet intitled Obyervations on rhe 
Treaty of Seville, publiſh'd in the Year 1730, and 
8 imputed to the Miniſter himſelf, are 

theſe. | 
£6 That his Catholick Majeſty did actually ſend 
*© Commiſſaries, in Purſuance of the Treaty of 
„ 57 to Port. Mabon, where the ſaid Men of 
«6 War then lay, and that they were really at that 


| 
t 
Time offer'd to thoſe Commiſſarizs, but refus'd  ( 
% by Them on Account of their being in a d- 6 
te gayd Condition, and unfit for Service ; and were, P 


— 


3 


®* Sce No. 68. | 
+ See P. 22. of the ſaid Treatiſe, 3 q 
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te upon their Refuſal, drawn out of the Harbour, 
te and ſunk in the main Sea.” FE 
© Accordingly our Commiſſaries did, in their An- 
ſwer to this Demand, declare F that They con- 
ceiv'd it to be altogether without Foundation; ſince 
immediately after the ſigning of the ſaid Treaty, 
in the Year 1721, his Britannick Majeſty not only 
ſent Orders to Port-Mabon, for the faid — 
but Copies of them were likewiſe given to the 
Marquis de Pozzobueno, his Catbolict Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter at London; and therefore che Treaty of 172 . 
das in this Inſtance fully executed, on the Part of 
f his Britaunick Majeſty. 
= Nor did the Spaniſh Commiſſaries deny that ſuch 
„ Orders were given; but, amongſt ether Reaſons, 
m They were pleas'd to declare, in their Anſwer, 
is © © || Thar Reſtitution was ſtipulated of all tbe Ships, 
z- Vith their Furniture, Sc. and not the Diſpatch 
o- of Orders alone; and therefore it is plain that 
Te  *©* fince' They did not take Effect, the above- 
ny „ mention'd gth Article hath not been comply'd 
; „ with,” P 
In ſhort, to inform You of all the Affronts, to 
which We have meanly ſubmitted from the Hands: 
of that imperious Nation, during the Continuance! 
of theſe Conferences, would be needleſs Bur, . 


theſe diſagreeable Tranſactions, I ſhall only obſerve 
of that all the Proceedings, on their Side, were one. 
n of © continued Inſult on our Underſtandings; and an oſten- 
that tatious Contempt of our - Power * If our 
fusd — Commiſſaries demanded ' the Payment of Money, 
+ J-. due from the Spaniſh Court to our Merchants by 
Private Contract, which had been many Years re- 


* 


_ 


_— 
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＋ Sce No. 20. | Sze No. 72. * See No. 50. 
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not to detain You much longer with the Detail of 
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fus'd Them by the Offices, where it ought to 
have been paid, the Spaniſh Commiſſaries. anſwer'd, 
that the Payment in Queſtion being the proper 
Buſineſs of thoſe Offices, They could not inter- 
meddle in it, or take any Cognizance of iti 
If Reſtitution was demanded for Britiſb Ships ille- 
gally taken, where Orders for Reſtitution had long 
been granted by the Spani/h Court, but which were 
never, comply'd- with by their Governors abzoad ; 
We were anſwer'd, r that as They had diſpatch'd 
Orders for Redreſs, They would nat enter farther 
into. the Diſcuſſion of the Affair If We gave 
the moſt authentick Proofs of our Veſſels being il- 
legally taken by their Guarda Coſtas, They told 


Us * that they could only be determin'd by their 


own Condemnations in the Ports, where the Prizes 
happen'd to be carry*'d; an Account of which 
They always promis'd to ſend for; and yet ſo 
little were even theſe Accounts to their Mind, 
though drawn up for the moſt Part by the very 
Pyrates themſelves, thut after near a Year's Delay, 
They deny*d their having been able, even in all 
that Interval; to procure- avyy one Account from 
their ow#u People; || though it was wel-known 
that many had been tranſmitted to Them long be- 
tore that Time ; and yet, during this infolent Con- 
tempt of our moſt equitable Claims, They often 
determin'd their own Pretenſions, in their own Fae 
wvoun, and thereupon iſſued their deciſive Orders, 
without ever propoling to diſcuſs them at a Conte- 
rence 3 4 though they were of ſuch a Nature as, 
by the Treaty of Seville were expreſsly referr'd 
ro the Examination of Commiſſaries, as diſputable 
Points, —— When our Commiſſaries complain'd of 
their peremptory Deciſion, according to their 623 


** 


8 Þ See No. 40, At. 63. See No. 37. l No, 192. 
4+ No. 42, 45. 
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Intereſts, the very Points, which it was the Buſi- 
neſs of their Conferences mutually ro determine; 
They were anſwer'd, F that the Right of the King, 
their Maſter, was ſo indiſputable, that all Conten- 
tions about 1t would appear ſcandalous. 

In ſhort, notwithſtanding all our repeated Ad- 
vances and Submiſſions, our Commiſſaries did not 
procure from Spain the leaft Acknowiedgment of 
any of our Claims, however juſt and unqueſtiona- 
ble; nor the leaſt Reparation for any of thoſe 
Robberies, by which, in Defyance of the moſt o- 
{emn Treaties, We have been plunder'd, at ditfe- 
rent Times, of more than one Million of Pounds 
Sterling. 

Nor had Spain the Moderation to reſtraia the 
Inſolence of her Guarda Coſtas, even during the- 
Conferences, whilſt We were each Day furniſhing 
Her with Proofs of our condeſcending Temper; 
but, inſtead of imitating our Meekneſs, She grew 
more tyrannical, as We grew more humble, till at 
laſt her Outrages in America arriv*d at an incredible 
and inſupportable Height. The daily Seizure of 
our Veſſels, and the unheard-of Barbarities that 
have been committed on our Fellow-Subyects, are 
not unknown to You, Let it ſuffice to obſerve, 
that theſe Inlignitics affected the Publick fo ſtrorg- 
ly at laſt, that on the Petitica of the Merchants 
for Relief, the laſt Year, the Miniſter ſaw. Himſelf 
under the Neceſſity of giving Way to the Cur- 
He acknowledy'd the Juitneſs of the ge- 
neral Complaint ; promi./d that the moſt effectual 
Means ſhould be employ'd tor Redreſs, during 
the Summer; and, on its being inſinuated that 
thoſe Promiſes would prove as little effectual as his 


former Efforts of the ſame Kind, He was pleay'd 


„ —— | 
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to ask, how He ſhould be able to ſhew his FACE 
again in that Houſe, if He did not procure full Re- 


paration for the Honour of the Na T ION, as well as 


for the Loſſes of our MeRcnanrTs ? 

This brings Us down to the late Convention, 
form'd in Conſequence of theſe Aſſurances. 

As the Examination of this Subject was princi- 


- pally propog'd by this Addreſs to You, I muſt beg 
your Attention to a new Scene of Affairs 


Our 
Lommiſſaries are now no more. We confeſs that 
We have not been able to reduce Spain to Reaſon 
by Negotiation ;, and our Miniſter declares that He 
will at laſt try more vigorous Meaſures. 
Accordingly, when the Parliament was riſen laſt 
Year, We put almoſt our whole Navy into Com- 
miſſion ; and fo ſtrongly was the Publick perſuad- 
ed that We ſhould then really attempt to procure 
Ourſelves Juſtice by our Arms, that even T hole, 
who ſtill queſtion'd the Sincerity of theſe military 
Preparations, ſcarcely dar'd to avow their Suſpi- 


Ciops. 


However, towards the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, our hoſtile Meaſures were ſuſpended; and We 
were told that Spain, terrify'd with the Apprehen- 
lion of a Yar, had granted Us all We could rea- 
ſonably demand, and had ſubmitted to whatever 
We could have hoped for, even at the End of the 
moſt ſucceſiful War. | 

1 his, had it been true,' was a very fortunate 
Event; for ſurely if All, that could be expected from 
a ſucceſsful War, was granted Us without a Blow, 
our Governors muſt have been mad not to have ac- 
cepted it. | 

W hat our reaſonable Demands were, which We 
expected would have been by theſe Means fecur'd 
to Us, was very well known— What the 


Nation inſiſted upon was, not the Promiſts of Spain 


tor 


( 19 ) 


for future Reparation, and future Reſtraints on her 
Guarda Coſtas. 

Theſe, as We have ſeen already, had been four 
Times re-iterated, and as often evaded, without 
even a Pretence aſſign'd. 

Much leſs was it an Agreement that our mutual 


Pretenſions ſhould be ſettled by a diſtant Negotia- 


T tion. 


For it would have been an unheard-of Piece of 


” Polironerie, after We had been thus injur'd, had 
often demanded Redreſs in vain, and had arm'd 
Ourſelves to procure it, to diſarm and confide again 


in our Enemy, meerly upon his Promiſe that He 


would hereafter treat with Us; and ſtill more ridi- 
culous would this Conduct have been, with Regard 
to Spain, of whoſe Candour in Negotiation We had 
above ten Years ſuch ſhameful Experience. 


In ſhort, no Promiſes of Spain, however expli- 


- Cit, ought alone to have induced Us to diſarm ; 
for as they could not be more ſolemn than thoſe We 
had long ago procur'd, the truſting in them again, 
after the numerous Inſtances of her Perfidy, was 


increaling her Inſolence, and, in a Manner throw- 


ing away all the Treaſure, which the Preparations 
for War had coſt Us. | 


In order to have treated with Honour, it was ne- 


p ceſſary that, before We had ſuſpended our military 


Meaſures, Spain ſhould have convinc'd Us that She 


> really delign'd to grant Us that Juſtice, which We 
* had ſo long ſued for in vain. This would have 
been effectually done, by immediately ſecuring to 
Us the Payment of thoſe Sum which cannot be 
deny'd by Her to be due, tor the Seizures and 


Confiſcations of the Effects belonging to Britiſb 
Subjects. | | 


And it could not be urg'd that, previous to this 


. Step, it was neceſſary to make up the Accounts of 


D 2 thoſe 
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thaſe Seizures, for thoſe Atrounts ha ve beer long 
ſince deliver*d to the Court of Spain, and no Ex- 
ceptions have been yet made to them. 
The Accounts of the Seizures of the South Sea 
Company's Effects, in particular, have been de- 
clar*d by the Spaniſh Officers themſelves, who ſeiz'd 
them, to amount to. ove Million and an half of Dol- 
lars, notwithſtanding the exorbitant Deductions, 
that were made, and the Refufa} of many Offices 
to give any Account of what paſs'd through their 
Hands. 

The Juſtneſs of this Demand cannot be que- 
ſtion'd by Spain; ſince thoſe Seizures were not only 
made in Defyance of the moſt expreſs Treaties; but 
his Cathelick Majefly hath twice promis'd Reſtitu- 
tion to the Company, on the Word and Faith of a 
King ; and hath even given Them Draughts on his 
Treaſury, though the Treaſury hath never yet 
thought fit co comply with them. 

The Reparation for the illegal Captures made by 
the Guarda Coftas could as little be queſtion'd ; 
thoſ: Veſſels, for which Reparation was demanded, 
having been taken in ſuch Circumſtances as free'd 
them from all Suſpicion of even intending any il- 
licit Trade. 

Theſe Captures, as ſpecify'd by Mr. Stert, (a 
Gentleman, who can never be ſuſpected of aggra- 
vat ing our Demands) amounted to“ $43,297. 

This Account too, or the greateſt Part of it, 
hath been long ſince laid before the Spaniſh Court; 
and if They have not acquicſc'd in it, They have 
not however excepted to it. 1 
As We were then told that the Terror of our 
Arms had induc'd Spain to grant Us all We ſought 


_ — 


. * See the A count deliver'd to Parliament. 5 
a Y 


de afterwards in her Power to withdraw. | 


. then, indeed, have diſarm'd Ourſelves with Ho- 
nour, and have rely'd on her [Promiſes for the 
> Puniſhment of thoſe Captains of her Guarda Coſtas, 
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a War, it was by the Publick that; 
before We diſarm” urſelves, that Court ſhould 


have formally diſavow*d her pretended Domi- 
nion in the Seas of America, and her Practice of 


5 ſearching our Ships; which She founded, as We 
have ſeen, in an imaginary 80 
- ſhould have immediately 


Savereignty 3 chat She 
paid the Value of the 
above. mention d Seizures and Confiſeations, amount- 
ing to near the Sum of 7008000. or, hac dhe 
been unable to pay it, that She ſhould at leaſt have 
given Us ſuch Security for it, that it ſhguld no 


Theſe Preliminaries being eftabliſh*'d, We mi 


who had behav'd to Us with ſuch unparallePd 


Barbarity and Inſolence, as well as for her future 


Reftraint of theſe Injuries. 
Such were the Reaſonings and Expectations of 


> the Publick, at that Junfture. Theſe were the 
> Advantages propoſed by a Mar; and it was 

- that theſe Engagements had been ſubmitted to by 
Spain, when We ſaw our naval Armaments difcon- 
= rinued, 


But how great was our Surprize, when many 
Months after our military Preparations had been 


2 laid aſide, it was conſeſi d by the Miniſter, that 


Nothing had been yet agreed on? Whar likewiſe 
augmented the general Uneaſineſs, was a Diſcovery 
ſaid to be made in that Interval, that our Fleets 
ſent out, during the Summer, to the Weſt Indies, 
and to the Mediterranean, carried with Them no 
Orders to act offenſively, or to make any Reprifals, 
tho* They departed from hence long before the 
pretended Submiſſion of Spain; and at a Time, * 
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the Miniſter made the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of his 
reſolute Intentions. f 4 
This Conduct made it become generally ſuſpe&ted * 
that all theſe hogſted Preparations were never deſign'd | 
againſt our Enemies, but only to amule our own 
People at home, till Spain was prevail'd upon by 
our Intreaties to condeſcend to treat with Us upon 
any Terms, in order that Something, bearing the 
Appearance of an Agreement, might be produced 
before the Meeting of Parliament; which, how- 
ever inſufficient, might at leaſt ſerve as an annual 
Expedient of Delay, if it could not be impoſed on 
the Nation as ſatisfactory and honourable. 

But the Inſolence of Spain was ſo much inflated: 
by tbeſe Meaſures, that no Agreement could be 
procured from hat Court, till after the uſual Time 5 
of the Sitting of Parliament, which was prorogu'd y 
in Expectation of it, and afterwards adjourn'd, in 5 
order io get the Convention ratiied However, 
during the Prorogat ion, and Adjournment, the 
long expetted Convention atriv'd, and was ſoon after 
pu 


a. > 
—_————. 
WALL, was” - 


iſh'd to the Nation. 

: How far the Behaviour of Spain, in agreeing to 
this Convention, ſavours of the Submiſſion, with which 
We wer: flatter'd, let the following Narration de- 
clare. 

Previous to the ſigning of this Convention, by the 
Spaniſh and Britiſh Miniſters, Mr de la Quadra 
writes the following Letter to Mr Keene. 


Sir, Pardo, Fan. 10, 1739. N. S. 
«2 ErEw1TH I tranſmit to You the Kiny's 

ec Declaration, in which his Majeſty pro: 

« zejts tnat He reſerves the Right of ſuſpending 

« the 

N. B. The Letters here inſerted between Mr de la Quadra 


and Mr Keene, together with the annexed Proteſt, were com- 
municat ed 


* 
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©« the Aſſento Company in a proper Time mention'4d 
te therein; and I hope that. according to our A- 
« greement, You will adviſe Me of your having 
« receiv'd it, in order to notify the Contents of 
it to your Court, as well as to the Company z 
& and that, in order to pre any Doubr, or 
« Equivocation, You will be pleas'd to expreſs 
« the Contents of it in your Anſwer, for the 
greater Security of the good Faith of our Pro- 


© geedings. 
Jan, GW. | 
Sebaſtian de la Quadra. 


The Declaration, or Proteſt tranſmitted with this 
Letter, was as follows. 


* ON Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Counſellor 
p D and firſt Secrstary of State to his Catbolick 
© Majeſty. and his Miniſter Plenipotentiary for the 
Convention, which is treating with the King of 
«© England, by Order of his Sovereign, and in 


1 Conſequence of the repeated Memorials and 


« Conferences, that have - interven'd with Don 


Benjamin Keene, his Britannick Majeſty's Miniſter 


„ Plenipotentiary, and of its having been agreed 
t therein, with reciprocal Accord, to make the 
«© preſent Declaration an eſſential and neceſſary 
+ Means to overcome ſuch long debated Diſputes, 
and that the /aid Convention may be ſign'd, doth 
formally declare that his Catholick May reſerves 
to Himſelf intire the Right to be able to ſuſpend 


municated to the Parliament by the Miniſtry, after it had been, by 
other Means, diſcover'd that ſuch a Proteit was deliver'd; but 


ſeveral other Papers, relating to this Affair, were not permitted 


ta be calld for. In all Probability, they would have diſtinctly 
explain'd the ſecret Management of this dark Tranſaction. "2 
h «a 


„ the Aſtento of Negroes, and to diſpatch the 
« Orders neceſſary for the Execution thereof, in 
«« Caſe the Company does not ſubmit to pay, within 
« a ſhort Term, the 68,0001. ſterling, which ithath 
« confeſſed to owe for the Duty on $8/aves, accord- 
« ing to the Regulation of 524. per Dollar, and 
« for the Profits of the Ship, the Royal Caroline ; 
„ and He doth likewiſe declare that under the 
% Validity and Strength of his Proteſt, the Sign- 
ing of the Convention above-mention'd ſhall be 
cc proceeded upon, and not otherwiſe ; becauſe it 
ve is under this firm Suppoſition, and fo that it be 
« not eluded by any Motive or Pretext, that his 
«© Catholick Majeſty hath conſented to it. 
« At the Pardo, the 10th of January 1739. 
(I. S.) Sebaſtian de la Quadra. 


That You may the better judge of the Founda- 
tion of this Demand of 68,000/. ſterling, thus 
made on the South-Sea Company, I muſt inform 
You that the Daties agreed ro be paid for the Ne- 
groes introduced into the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, is by 
the Aiento ſettled at a certain Number of Dollars; 
and the Company ha ve ng ph. > paid the ſtipulat- 
ed Sum, according tothe Rate of Exchange between 
Great Britain and Spain; nor did the Perſons, au- 
thoriz'd to receive thoſe Duties, ever queſtion the 
Juſtneſs of the Payments. 

But, in Conſequence of an Alteration made hy 
his Catholick Majeſty in his Coin, many Years 
ſince, there is in Spain another Species of Dollars, 
more valuable than the Exchange Dollar; and Don 
Geraldino, the Spaniſh Miniſter at this Court, hath 


made a wiſe Diſcovery that all the Duties paid 
ſince this Charge in ibe Coin, ought to have been 
paid in © this *beavier Dollar He therefore not 


@nly declares that This ſhall be the Rule of all 


future | 
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4 fature Payments, but at the ſame Time demands 
2 trom the Company a Sum equal ro what, according 
to this Method of Eſtimation, hath been paid ſhort 
* ſince the Coin was firſt varied. 
The Amount of this Retroſpect is the Sum men- 
tion'd in the Proteſt to be the 2 upon Slaves, ac- 
cCording to the Regulation of 32 d. per Dollar. 
> With Regard to the other Claim therein mention? (dl, 
(the Profits of the Royal Caroline) it muſt be remem- 
ber'd that, by the A/iento, the King of Spain was 
to be intereſted ne Fourth in all the Trade carried 
on by the Company, and was to receive one Fourth 
= of the NEAT Gains, 
Hy the frequent Seizures of the Company's Effects, 
the denying of Licences, the Refuſal of the Spani/h 
= Officers to obey them, when they were procur'd, and 
Z other iniquitous Practices of Spain, che annual Ship, 
which was granted to the Company, as an Induce- 
ment for Them to undertake the Negroe-Trade, hath 
occaſion'd a much greater Loſs to Them, than even 
the Negroe-Trade itſelf, for which it was intended to 
compenſate; ſo that of all, which have been hither- 
to ſent, the two laſt only have been gainful. 
The latter of Theſe was the Royal Caroline, on 
which the Profits were much more conſiderable than 
x ©n the other ; and though the former Loſſes of the 
Company might poſſibly exceed twenty Times the 
Gains made, in this particular Inſtance; yet ſoon 
after her Arrival in England, Don Geraldino de- 
manded, in the Name of his Maſter, his Share of 
= what ſhould appear to be gain'd by bat Voyage. 
This is the Spaniſh Conſtruction of . 


AT Gains, which is mention'd in the Aſiento for 
Nroes; and from hence ariſes the ſecond Claim, in- 
ſerted in the Proteſt, (for the Profits of the Ship, 
the Royal Caroline) which, together with the firſt, 
(for the Duty on Slaves) according to the Regu- 

| E lation 
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lation of 524. per Piaſtre, amounting to the Sum y 
of 68,0001. ſterling, it is aſſerted in the Proteft, 
that the og {ts confeſsꝰd Themſelves to owe, 


How great an Untruth ! The Company have 
not, in any Time paſt, nor do They at this Time 
acknowledge the Juſtneſs of either of theſe Claims; 
but, on the contrary, have always declar'd that 
both of them were abſolutely without Foundation—— 
This Falſhood will likewiſe appear in a ſtronger 
Light, when You are inform'd of the Equivocation, 
on which it is founded. | 

When the 7wo fore-mention'd Claims were laid be- 


was told that a Retroſpect for Duties, after an un- 


queſtionable Payment tor ſo many Years, was ob- | 
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2 of 
fore the Court of Directors, by Don Geraldino, He 


viouſly unreaſonable, and that the Demand for his 


Maſters Share of the Gains, made by the Royal Ca- 
roline, ought to have been preceded by the Pay- 
ment of his Share of their former Lofſes, and that 


They were aſtoniſn'd at his urging Pretenſions ſo di 


apparently groundleſs. 

He was alſo told, that had theſe Demands been 
the moſt equitable and indifputable, yet even then 
all They could agree to would be the ſetting them 
againſt ſuch a Part of that much greater Sum, which 


his Maſter had confteſs'd to be due to Them, and 1 
which He had ſo frequently obi to pay Them; 3 


for as to the Inſtances made by Him, to have theſe 


Claims immediately diſcharg*d, whilſt the avow'd 1 


Debt of Spain till remains unſatisfied, They could 


never comply with them, unleſs by the moſt ſhame- 4 
leſs Proſtitution of the Truſt repoſed in Them b 


their Proprietors. 


However, notwithſtanding theſe reaſonable Alle- 
gations, the Majority of the Directors, being (trongly | 
engaged in the Intereſt of the Miniſtry, were pre- 
vailed on, in ſome Meaſure, to emulate the Con- 

deſcenſion 


0 
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deſcenſion of their Superiors; and therefore They 
did agree to the Payment demanded of Them on 
theſe Pretences, provided the King of Spain would 
previouſly grant Them a Prolongation of the Term 


f their Trade, and would alſo give a certain 
ſpecify'd Security for the ſpeedy Payment of the 
Debt of one Million and an half of Dollars, which, 
as We have above obſerved, X 
Eknowledged to be due to them ; at the ſame Time 
= declaring, that it was in Conlideration of theſe 
Terms only, that They ſubmitted to the Claims 
of Spain, fo obviouſly unreaſonable. 


e had ſo often ac- 


As the whole of the Conditions deſired by the 


Company, previous to their Compliance, conſiſted 
only of 

® Spaniſh Court; which Spain might afterwards ſuſ- 
pend as She pleas'd, long before the Execution of 
them could take Place; Don Geraldino, who well 
knew the ſmall Importance of ſuch Engagements, 
did, in fome Meaſure, approve of this Compro- 
miſe; but as, in their Tranſactions with Us, 
the Inſolence of Spain has never known what 
Bounds to preſcribe ro Herſelf, He ſoon changed 
his Opinion, and litigated each Part of it, pro- 


* 
+ 
. 
* 


Promiſes and Orders to be iſſued by the 


poling at the fame Time other Terms, full of 


Ambiguity and Chicane ; which not being agreed 
to by the Company, He at laſt peremptorily inſiſted 
gon the immediate Payment of the Sum of 68,0007. 
without any Terms or Conditions whatever, ſtil- 
ng it a Debt confeſſed by the Company to be due 
to bis Maſter, and declaring that if They did not 
comply with his reaſonable Demand, his Maſter 
would immediately deprive Them of all their 
Trade with his Dominions, tho' granted to Them 
by the moſt ſolemn Trealies, and io frequently con- 
Li — * to Them by his Royal Word and Pro- 
miſe. 


3 As 
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As incredible as this may appear, it is the true 
Hiſtory of the Proteſt now before Us. This is, 
in Subſtance, what has been laid before the Gene- 
ral Court by the Direfors Themſelves, and has 
teen publiſhed to the World above three Months, 
without being once contradicted, during that whole 
Time. 

But in Caſe of a Rupture with Spain, They 
may poſſibly put it in another Light, and explain 
to Us ſome hidden Truths, of Conceflions made to 
Them by Mr Keene, or our Miniſters at home, © 
with Regard to this Particular, which was refus'd 
to both Houſes of Parliament. 1 

That You may the better judge of the Behaviour 
of Mr Keene, our Miniſter, on the Receipt of bi? 
| Proteſt, 1 muſt inform You, that, beſides his Poſt 

of Ambaſſador, He poſſeſſes alſo the Office of 
| Agent for the South-Sea Company with the Court of 
| Spain, for which he receives from the Company, 

as I have been inform'd, a Sallary of 1500 J. per 

| Annum. As He firſt went to Spain in this Capa- 

city, and has continued in it ever ſince; He 


| 
] 
muſt of Neceſſity have been acquainted with all 1 
theſe Tranſactions. He muſt have known that the } 
| Demand of the 68.000 J. was intirely groundleſs ; t 
| and that aſſerting the Company to have confeſſed it 
to be due was a moſt notorious Falſhood, He t 
muſt alſo have plainly ſeen, that as the Proteſt is 
ſaid to have been made with reciprocal Accord, He © 
is thereby charged with ſupporting theſe iniquitous 7 | 
Claims, with allowing that the Company had con- C 
feſſed this Debt, and with conſpiring to deprive that 7 
Company, by which He was intruſted, of all bei © 
Rights of Trade, veſted in Them by many As of P 
the Legiſlature, in Conſequence of the moſt ſolemn WF 1 
Treaties A Charge, from which his beſt Friends #F 
would be glad to ſce Him abſolv'd. = C 


i 
In 
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In theſe Circumſtances, was it not reaſonable to 
expect that a Perſon, who lay under ſuch Obliga- 
tions to the Company, would reſent the unwarrant- . 
able Proceedings againſt it, ſupported by the 
groſſeſt Prevarication ; and who likewiſe ſaw that 
the Court of Spain had in this Proteſt deſcribed 
Him, not only as an Accomplice, but as a principal 
Contriver of this perfidious Tranſaction? What, 
I ſay, was not to be expected from One, who, be- 
ſides his particular Engagements to the Company, 
had alſo, by his Character of a publick Miniſter, 
the Care of the national Honour, and the Rights 
of every Britiſh Subject intruſted to his keeping, 
as He was negociating a Treaty with Spain, in 
which, We were told, that Nation had promiſed 
to grant us all which We could ever aſk, even at 
the End of the moſt ſucceſsful War. 

But in vain are all Expectations of every Thing 
but the outward Shew of Spirit from thoſe Hands, 
who have now engroſſed the Direct ion of our pub- 
lick Affairs. How much vainer then were the 


9 Hopes, that in this Inſtance our Miniſter Plenipo- 
= tentiary ſhould behave with a Dignity ſuitable to 


his high Office, and to the Character of the Na- 
tion He repreſented ; when (as it has ſince been 
diſcovered) the Money, which was by this Proteſt 
to have been extorted from the Company, was co- 
vertly to have been applied towards the quieting of 
our Domeſtick Clamours, by pretending it to have 
been the Reſtitution made by Spain for the Depre- 
dations on our Merchants. 

For the Court of Spain, well knowing the pa- 
cihck Diſpoſition of our Miniſter, could not be 
prevailed on to allow us that Reparation, which 
They had fo often promiſed ; and it being, in 
ſome Meaſure, rler to the Miniſter, that the 


Convention, made the Beginning of this Year, 


ſhould 
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ſhould, at leaſt in Appearance, ſecure to Us ſome- 
thing of this Nature, He fix'd his Eye upon the 
South-Sea Company, as a Body of Men, who by 
frequent and implicit Reliances on Spaniſh Delu- 
fions, and his known Intereſt in their Directors, 
were already trained to his Purpoſe.” He therefore, 


in order to reſerve to his Catholick Majeſty the 
* greateſt Part of the 95,0007. which by the Con. 


vention is ſtipulated for Reſtitution to Us, Mr 
Keene and Mr De la Quadra agree, that a Proteſi 
ſhall be deliver'd, on the Part of the King of Spain, 
revious ta the ſigning of the Convention, by which 
10 reſerves to Himſelf the Right of forcing the 
Company to reimburſe Him 68, ooo J. He declaring 
that, under ihe Force and Validity of this Proteſt, the 
Convention may be proceeded on, and no otherwiſe --- 
Thus it is intended, though purpoſely expreſſed with 
Ambiguity, that if the Caxpany refuſe to pay this 
Sum, our Claim to the 95,0007. ſhall, by their 
Refuſal, be annihilated. | | 
This Interpretation and Purpoſe of the Spaniards 
could not well be unknown to our Miniſters, be- 
cauſe it cannot be forgot how induſtriouſly They 
oppos'd and defeated a Reſolution to declare the 
Convention broke on the Side of Spain, no Part of 
the 95.000 l. having been paid, though the ſtipu- 
lated Time was then elaps'd, that King perſiſting | 


in his Demand of 68,000 J. from the South-Sea MF 


Company, as a neceſſary Preliminary, without which 
he held Himſelf enagag'd for Nothing. 

This Proteſt then being intended to conceal the 
Truth of that ſubtle Intriegue from vulgar Eyes, 
that the other Part of our Agreement in the Con- 
vention might dazzle the Publick, by the oſtenta- 
:10us Reparation there pretended to be allowed; it 
cou'd not be expected that a Tranſaction fo neceſ- 
fary to the Miniſter, and principaily e by 
| im, 


(31) 


Him, as Sir Thomas now aſſerts, conld be reſented 
by our Ambaſſador in the Manner it deſerv'd. Ac- 
> cordingly We find that Mr. Keene, far from deny- 
ing the Juſtneſs of the Claim of the 68,000/. or 
that the Company had confeſſed the Debt, or that 
2 He had agreed with reciprocal Accord that this Pro- 
"2 teſt ſhould be delivered; far from reſenti the 
2 matchleſs Affront hereby offered to the Britiſh Na- 
tion; He, on the contrary, in his Anſwer to Mc 
De la Quadra, aſſerts, that the Company had ac- 
-* knowledg'd the Debt, and owns that #his Proteſt 
had been previouſly concerted and agreed to be- 
tween Them; thereby confeſſing, what without 
his own Teſtimony would never have been be- 
lieved, viz. that He, the Ambaſſador of Great- 
= Britain, and Agent for the Company, in Confede- 
Tracy with the Spaniſþ Miniſter, had agreed to give 
up the Property of that Company, with whoſe 
Affairs He had been many Years intruſted, to the 
Sum of 68,0007. or otherwiſe to deprive Them of 
rboſe Rights, which They poſſeſs'd by the moſt ſarred 
_ Wreaties, and the Law of Nations. Bat not to take 

theſe Facts on my Aſſertion, let the following Let- 
5 
» 


bear Witneſs to the Trath of them. 


t 

- co, - Madrid, January 11. N. S. 

5 „ HAVE juſt receiv d your Excellency's Let- 

h I ter of Yeſterday in the Evening, with the 
Declaration, which You have ſigned-in the Name 


*< of his Catholick Maj 


ge efty, reſerving to Himſelf 
5, the Right to be able to ſuſpend the Company of 
1. << tbe Afſhento, and to diſpatch the neceflary Orders 


for that Purpoſe, in Caſe the Company refuſe to 


ic 8 pay, within a ſhort Term, the Stxty-eight thou- 
„ Jand Pounds Sterling, which it has confeſſed to 


owe, on Account of the Duty on Negroes, upon 
| che 
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« the Foot of 52 d. per Dollar, and of the Profit of 
<«« the Royal Caroline ; and I will not fail, purſuant 
„ to what Wx have agreed, to ſend the ſaid De- 
« claration to my Court, and to tranſmit a Copy 
„ thereof to the Company, by the Courier, that 
«© will be charged with the Convention ſigned 
I have the Honour to be, Cc. | 
B. KEENE. 


Thus have We ſeen that a Negociation, preceded 
by a prodigious Armament, which was continued in- 
active, as We were told, upon the Promiſe of Spain 
to grant Us all our reaſonable Demands, inſtead of 
procuring Us our long- expected Satisfaction, has 
| ſubjected Us to ruder Inſults, and more undiſguiſed 
ö Injuſtice, than any of which We formerly com- 
| plained 3 whilſt at the ſame Time the miniſterial 
' Writers, and their Patron, far from reſenting theſe 
perfidious and oppreſſive Proceedings, endeavour 7 
to cover them by Equivocation and Falſhood, as 
they were occaſion'd by I dare not ſay 
what. | 

Ar the ſame Time They publickly defended the 
'k Honour, Faith and Humanity of the Spaniſh Na- 
| tion, whilſt They endeavour'd to ſtigmatize their 
1 awn Countrymen, as the moſt faichleſs Savages a- 
i monegſt the Race of Mankind. 3 
lh After this View of the Proteſt, which preceded 7 
| the late Convention, the Stipulations contained in 

that Convention cannot deſerve your Notice; ſince, 
were they ever ſo advantageous and honourable, yet 
as they were concluded, in conſequence of our re- v 


i ceiving that inſolent and tyrannical Declaration, and 2 

I! were ſigned under its Force and Validity, no Terms fr 
J connected with ſuch a Proceeding can poſſibly merit 

your Approbation. ; i 

t 


However 
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However the Condeſcentions, contained in the 


Convention itſelf, are no ways inconſiſtent with the 


obſequious Conduct, that preceded them; for it 
ſeems in Effect to deliver Carolina and Georgia in- 
to the Hands of Spain, by putting a Stop to the 
Eſtabliſbments and Fortifications in thoſe Parts. It 
confirms the Claim of the Spaniard to a Sovereign- 
ty in the American Seas, by referring, as doubtful, 
to a future Deciſion, the Property of a Britiſh Veſ- 


ſel, confeſſed by the Capiors to be taken on our 


own Coaſts, above an hundred Leagues from any 
Spaniſh Settlement ; it leaves all the Nane Security 
of our Commerce to a diſtant Negociation ; and how 
effectual a Remedy That is like to prove to the 
reſent Oppreſſion of our Merchants, let the fatal 
xperience of the laſt twelve Nears declare, 

ſhall now acquaint You with the Reaſons, that 
have been urged in Favour of this Convention ; 
from whence You may make your own Judgments 
whether they prevaiPd, in ſo auguſt an Aſſembly, 
ſolely by their oN¹ Force and Sufficiency 

The firſt Argument uſed to prove the Merit of 
this Convention, was the Honour it had done to 
our Negociatiohs, by procuring a Sum of Money 
to be allowed to our Merchants, for Reparation of 
their Loſſes; a Circumſtance, -We were told, but 
rarely ly even in thoſe Treaties, formed in 
Conſequence of the greateſt Succeſſes. 

To this it was anſwered, that if Stipulations of 
this Kind were unuſual, it ought to be conſidered, 
that it was ſtill more unuſual, that a Nation ſo a- 
vowedly plundered, as We had been for twelve 
ears paſt, ſhould for ſo long a Time be prevented 
from doing Themſelves Juſtice. 

That the Reparation of 95,000 J. hereby pro- 
miſed to Us, was not one ſeventh Part of what 
the King of Spain had before engaged Himſelf to 

F Pay 3 
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ay ; and that after the numerous Inſtances of the 
Pelgay of Spain, Promiſes alone were wholly in- 
ſignificant, 


And farther, that even this Promiſe of Repara- 
tion was a ſhameful Colluſion; ſince in order to 


obtain it, We had winked at the Reſolution of Spain, 


to rob the South-Sea Company of 68,000 J. which 
was to have been covertly applied as Part of the 


Sum promiſed. 


To invalidate the Force of theſe Objestions, it 
was in the next Place urged by the Friends to the 
Convention, that the Proteſt was an Act, in which 
We had no Part; and that therefore, though it was 
confeſſed that the Terms of that Proteſt were ex- 
tremely ſcandalous, yet it had no more Relation to 
the Convention than to the grand Alliance. 

To this it was replied, that it was undeniable by 

the Letters, which had paſſed between Mr De la 
Quadra and Mr Keene, and had been laid before the 
Houſe, that the Delivery of this Proteſt had been 
concerted between Them, and therefore that it was 
certainly a Part of the Agreement between the #29 
Nations. 
That had We known nothing of it *till after the 
ſigning of tht Convention, yet as it declares the Re- 
ſolution of the King of Spain, from which He has 
not yet departed 3. We mult either confeſs that the 
Convention 1s by theſe Means broken through ; or 
that if after being acquainted with this Proteſt, We 
ſtill acquieſce, We muſt neceſſarily expect that ig 
will make, a Part of the Execution of the Con- 
vention. 

In anſwer to the general Diſſatisfaction, that aroſe 
from our- not being exempted 5. this Convention 
from the future Searchings of the Spaniſh Guarda 
Coſtas, it was urg'd, that although this Exemprion 
Das not particularly ſpecified i in it, yet as Spain wi 

agreed 


ww wo. c7 


agreed that the future Negociation ſhould be regu- 
lated by thoſe former Treaties, in which She had no 
ſuch Right, She did by that Conceſſion virtually 
agree to the Exemption in Queſtion. * 
To this it was anſwered, that _ pretended 
at all Times to allow us the Benefit of thoſe Trea- 
ties; but interpreted away our Right, of being 
exempted from Searth, contained in them; ſo that 
her agreeing to treat with Us, on the Foot of thoſe 
Treaties, was. no Conceſſion, unleſs She expreſsly 
renounced her unjuſt Interpretation of them: 
That it was ſtrange ſuch ſophiſtical Reaſoning 
thould be urged againſt a poſitive Fact, which eve- 
ry Gentleman knew, or might know ; that Spain, 
at the Time of ſigning the Convention, did peremp- 
torily refuſe to diſclaim her Practice of Searching: 
Laſtly, We were told by a Gentleman, emi- 


2 nently skilPd in foreign Affairs, that the Nation 
had no Allies, and that the prodigious Load of our 
2 Debts rendered Us incapable of vigorous Meaſures. 
2 Nay, it was asked of Thoſe, who diſapproved of 
the Convention, whether They intended by their 
Cavils to force the Nation into a Far, under theſe 
2 diſaſtrous Circumſtances How provoking is it 


to hear Thoſe, who have been negociating Us, for 


eigbteen Nears, into ſuch a Situation, making Uſe 


of theſe Arguments, however juſt they might ap- 


2 pear in the Mouths of Others? 


On this it has been obſerved, that the Declara- 


E tion of that honourable Gentleman, that We had 
neither Money nor Friends, was a very extraordi- 
2 nary one; eſpecially at a Conjuncture, when if it 


was believed by our Enemies, it 5 rove high- 
ly detrimental to the Publick, that He ſhould thus 


confeſs a Circumſtance ſo full of Humiliation to 
3 Himſelf and his Brother ; for it was known that 
the Care of continuing to Us our old Allies, and 
b F 2 procuring 
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procuring Us net Ones, had been near twenty 
Years his peculiar Province, as the husbanding of 
the publick Treaſure had, during the ſame Time, 
been intruſted to the Management of his Brather. 

That after this Declaration, it would be impoſſi- 
ble to avoid reflecting on the many Speeches,  Pam- 
phlets, Gazetteers, &c. which for many Years paſt 


have been filled with Encomiums on the Happineſs 
of our Situation; for in theſe elaborate Performan- 


ces, compoſed, many of them, by the Miniſter him- 


ſelf, and the Authors of all of them nouriſhed by. 


his liberal Hand, We have been perpetually con- 
gratulated upon the conſummate Prudence of our 


Alliances, the flouriſhing State of our Trade, the | 
Increaſe of our national Wealth, and of our na- 


tional Influence, under the preſent glorious Admini- 
ſtration. 1 Po | 
That as to the Load of our Debts, mentioned by 
this Gentleman, as a Diſcouragement to all vigorous 
Attempts, This was ſtill more ſurprizing in his 
Mouth; ſince it was well known that the ſerious 


Efforts made for the Payment of them by Thoſe, : 


who were deeply affected with Apprehenſions of 
the Danger, to which their Continuance would at 
laſt expoſe Us, had been often treated by Him and 
his Brother with Contempt and Ridicule. They 
have frequently affirmed in the very ſame Afſerably, 
that the poſtponing of theſe, Payments was rather 
advantageous than detrimental to the Publick, per- 
ſuading us almoſt annually, on the moſt frivolous 
Pretences, to divert the Treaſure deſtined to this ſa- 
lutary Purpoſe Nor muſt it be forgot that 
the Scheme of a worthy Patriot, and ſtrongly ſup- 
ported, though in vain, by moſt of the Gentlemen, 


who lately ſeceded, for reducing Iatereft: to 3 per 


Cent. was rejected by theſe Gen{lemen, at that Time, 
and perhaps will never be in our Power again. _ 
at 


in, 


(37 ) 


Phat fo little did theſe Gentlemen formerly ſeem 
to ſuſpect, that the Revenue of this Kingdom was 
inſufficient to ſu any Meaſures, however vi- 
gorous, that in theſe Diſputes with Spain, during 
the laſt twelve Tears, in which We were engag 
in no War, We have ſpent, in naval Armaments, 
Standing: Armies, and Athances, which have neither 
aſſiſted our Friends, nor injured our Euemieg, near 
twenty eight Milkous of Monty, a Sum that would 
have paid, for the ſame Time, #wo Armies equal 
to That, which We maintain'd in Handers, under 
the“ late Duke of Marlborough, and eight Times 


more 
„Our Quota to the Army in Flayders, under the Duke of 
Marhorough, was 50,000 Men, Their Pay, at a Medium, 
"2 amounted to about 1,060,000 | per Annum, and when one 
Z Year, towards the End of the War, They were augmented 
to '65,178, their annual Pay even then amounted to but 
WW 223249787 bes i nn 
"> The Expence of the War, during the Year 1704, amounted 


d no more thay 4,465,886 acifing from the following Ar- 
2 ticles, viz, Pi, 2 


4 * 


40, ooo Men for Sea Lerviee . äñäĩẽ kä ꝓTrꝙ⅛'Gæ-K—-d Ret I 
$0080 Men Land. Forces in Flanders + ——— 1,062,252 

blidies to the 4% —ͤññĩ]71(⅛n“ —  , $5474 
For the Portuga Service —— — 150-000 
The Ordinance for Land-Service mann 118,362 


Our domeſtick Expence, in the ſame. Year, a- 5 
moanted only to 1, 183, ooo l, under the follow- 
ing Heads, 272, | 


The Civil Lift 


The Ordinary of the Navy —— — f 


)dinar | 120,900 
For circulating Exchequer Bills ——— 2 6, Q 
For Gyards and Garriſon monmnnnn moore | . 457,909. 

1,183,000 
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more than the whole Expence of the War in that 
proſperous Tear, 1704, in which We gain'd the 
ever-memorable- Battle of Blenheim by Land, and 
with our Fleet took Gibraltar, and beat near Ma- 
laga the compleateſt Fleet ever ſent to Sea by 
France. | 


- 


But again; this Gentleman could not ſurely in- 
tend by this Declaration, that We were to ſubmit 
to all Indignities of every Kind, rather. than .riſk. 


the Inconveniences of a Var. If therefore, weak 
and contemptible as We are repreſented, it is ſtill 


incumbent on Us, to reſent a certain Degree of ill 


Uſage from our Neighbours, it will be difficult 
even to imagine an Incident more prejudicial to our 
Honour, and the future Intereſts of our Commerce, 


than this inſolent Proteſt of Spain. Every diſinte- | 
reſted Briton, who examines the, Circumſtances of 


this deceitful Contrivance, will ſurely reſolve, that 
whilſt there remains one Ship of our Navy, Hands 


to man her, and Money to arm and victual her, 


it would be inglorious to ſubmit to ſo barefac'd an 
Impoſition. 

t farther, our . behaving under this Affront, 
with a Dignity and Spirit worthy of the Briti/h 
Nation, would in alt Probability prove the moſt 
effectual Means of avoiding a War, which a tame 
Complyance muſt at laſt inevitably bring upon Us. 
It is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that our Condeſcenſion 
in this Inſtance would render Spain leſs preſuming 3 
that our Submiſſions would not every Day increaſe 


—— — 


80 that the whole Expence of that Year, made up of theſe 
two Sums, is 4,648,886 1, or ſomething more than four Mil. 
fious and an ba which is but about one Million and a 2uar- 


ier more than it hath coſt Us each, Year, at an Average, for 


twelve Tears p, if the Civil-Lift be reckon'd at a Million. 
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her Pretenfions, and that her repeated Inſults would 
not at laſt end in a Var, or in our Servitude, | 

That in Reality her preſent Violences were ma- | 
nifeſtly the Effect of our ' chriſtian Forbearance, 
and: had always increaſed in Proportion to our Con- 
ceſſions; that had tπe or three Men of War been 
employed againſt her Guarda Coſtas ten Years ago 
and had ſpeedy and exemplary Juſtice been execu- * 
ted on ſuch of thoſe Pyrates, as had been found aQ- 
ing. illegally, in all Probability our late Diſpttes 
with that Nation might have been 'unknownits' Us; | 
for it could not be ſuppoſed that the King of Spain | 
would have ſeriouſly concerned Himſelf with the | 
Intereſts, of a few avowed Thieves at Porto Rico 
and the Havana; nor could France, in ſuch a Caſe, 
have interpos'd, with the leaſt Pretence of Juſtice 
2 Thar an 8 might yet ſave 
Ds; but if We again gave Way, Spain might be 
eenccurag'd to expect an unreſerv'd Complyance 
with all her Demands, and from thence be em- 
volden'd to ihreaſe her Inſolence and Tyranny to 
, ſuch a Degree, that even the preſent pacifick Gen- 
temen would at laſt be neceſſitated to declare for 
Var, under the additional Diſadvantage of havit 


Perhaps. incurr'd freſh Diſcredit with all their 
Neighbours, as well as Diſtruſt amongſt their own 
| Countrymen ; whilſt: They have ſuffer'd Spain to 
© ſtrengthen Herſelf with an Alyance of the greateſt 
'* VF Conſequence, ſecur'd to Them by Treaty, and ce- 
2 mented by Marriage. * - us | 

Tus have I laid before You the principal Cir- 
e cumſtances of this 1 Aﬀair ; and from this 
— Narrative, Lou will doubtleſs: be ſatisfied, that 
„ our receiving that inſolent Proteſt, and ſigning the 
Convention afterwards. without its being withdrawn, 
„Was a Behaviour, which to Thoſe, who have not 


deen able to diſcover the ſecret Motives of ſuch a 
. | Conde- 
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Condeſcenſion, muſt have a apptared- highly an 
nourable to the Nation. 


And You will: rely, conkeld | that then, at any 
Time, the Deciſions of your Repreſentatives are Op- 


poſed to the general Senſe. of the Kirigdom, You can- 


not be too diligent in examining. the Mbtrvesy" that 
155 determined Them. 
his Enquiry. is a Duty You owe. 10 our ow 
970 8 5 to tbei Charatters © . 
5 Diſſertation I ſhall ſuppoſe a Parliament 
y: ſubſer vient to a Miniſter. for their Pay, with - 
925 the leaſt Regard to Honour, to Juſtice, to 
ir Country, on their Poſterity 3 a Situation Lam 
Tal far from believingWe. r now are, or ever 
be in; and. therefore * wk 1 A argue with : 
lenever, by the Number — profitable Places 
in the Gift of the Cron, or the Miniſter, as well 
as the immenſe Sums, that anſtaorbitant Civil. Liſt, 
and our 1 annual Expenct.i naturally pur | 
into his Hands, He can procute :a»-Majority of the 
7 orillatare to become his Penſioners, and to confi- 
der the pecuniary Rewards, which They receive 
from his Hands, as of infinitely more Conſequence, 
than what their Share of the publick Expences a- 
mount to; a Parliament thus modelled can furely 


be no Defence to out Liberty; ſince no Reaſon 


can be given, why They ſhould, at any Time, op- 
poſe the Will of their Paymaſter, however miſ- 
chievous or tyrannical; for T hat would be maim- 
ing the Hand, that feeds Them, and fooliſhly a- 
bandoning thoſe Advantages, which They had * 
ready preferr*d to every other — Obliga- 
tion, as of more Account, than their Conſcience, 
their Honour, and their Country. 4 
The abſolute Power acquired over Us by b 
Aletbods, will be the more fatal and „ } 
when 
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(41) 
when it is diſguiſed under the exterior Shew of our 
ancient Conſtitution ; becauſe the Bulk of Mankind, 
perceiving no Change in the cuſtomary Forms of 
Government, ſuſpect not the Fraud till too late; 
and thus Thoſe, whom We ſhould appoint the 
Guardians of our Liberty, would make uſe of that 
Truſt repoſed in Them, to huſh our Suſpicions, 
and to perſuade Us into the Belief of our Security; 
whilſt They were fixing our Chains, and conſult- 
ing with their Leader, what Precautions were moſt 

rudent to be taken, during this Interval of our 

luſion, to defeat all our Efforts for Redreſs, 

when We ſhould at laſt be awakened, and perceive 
the Horrors of our Situation. * 

But the abſolute Power, to which We ſhould be 
neceſſarily ſubjected by a Parliament thus corrupt- 
ed, is not the only Miſchief attending it. 

For abſolute Power may be uſed with Prudence 
and Humanity. It is poſſible that an arbitrary 
Monarch may neither impoveriſh his People by a 
Load of unneceſſary Taxes, nor expoſe Them, by 
the Folly of his Conduct, to the Scorn of their 
Neighbours, and the Power of their Enemies. 

But ſhould We be ever governed by a corrupted 
Parliament, a needleſs Profuſion of the publick 
Treaſure, and an univerſal Miſmanagement of Af- 
fairs, both Foreign and Domeſtick, would in thoſe 
Circumſtances be inevitable, 

For as the conſtant Pay of ſuch a Parliament 


' muſt in ſome Shape or other be furniſhed by the 


unhappy People, who are at the ſame Time ruined 
by their Venality ; and as an immediate Tax, ex- 
preſsly for this Purpoſe, would even ſhock that Con- 
dence, which no Degree of publick Shame could 
have Force to affect; therefore that their belov'd 
Traffick might not be ſuſpended, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to alarm the Nation with ehimerical Neceſ- 
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ſities and imaginary Dangers ; that the publick Ex- 
pence being by theſe Pretences .augmented, there 
might be more Room in the various Articles, of 
which it would conſiſt, to allot to theſe Mercenaries 
the Means of their private Indemnification. Thus 
would Millions be raiſed on the Nation, under the 
moſt impertinent Pretences, meerly that theſe Imple- 
ments of Power might filch their ten T houſands out 
of them, whilſt "They are treating, the. Diſtreſſes of 
the Publick, occaſioned. by theſe exorbitant Ex- 
pences, with Raillery and Contempt. 
It is, indeed, but reaſonable that theſe Gentlemen 
ſhould receive ſome Gratification from the Miſeries 
of the reſt of Mankind, fince by abandoning the Inte- 
reſt of the Common-wealth, and gtving up their Con- 
ſciences into the Keeping of a Miniſter, They would 
become the Objects of publick Odium. It is like- 
wile to be ſuppoſed that, in. their Turns, They 
would burn with the fincereft Hatred to Thoſe, 
whom, having thus grievouſly abuſed, They can- 
not help conlidering as their Enemies; and as 
Thoſe, from whoſe Hands They might one Day 
apprehend the juſt Reward due to their Perfidiouſ- 
ncls, | CEL 
Beſides engaging the Nation in the moſt 
extravagant Expences, ,the better to protect and 
diſguiſe their Exceſſes, a Parliament thus de- 
bauched would of Neceſſ:ty occaſion the publick 
Affairs to be managed with a greater Degree of 
Unſkiltulneſs, than would be done in any other: 
Government ; for as it is to be preſumed, that the 
Gentlemen compoſing the Majority of ſuch an A, 
ſembly would, in this Caſe, be moſt of Them poſ- 
ſeſſed, either by Themſelves or their Friends, of 
the principal Pojts of the Government, and of the 
Direction of 7ho/e Offices, through which all the na- 
tional Tranſactions mult pals z and as the greateſt 


Part 
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Part of Them would be raiſed to thoſe Places, not 
on Account of their Merit, or particular Abilities, 
But meerly in Conſequence of their Parliamentary 
[ntereſt ; fo their Continuance in them would in no 
wiſe depend on their proper Diſcharge of the Du- 
ties annexed to, them. Thus the principal Poſts 
in our Army, our Fleet, and our publick Offices of 
every Kind, might be filled with Men incapable 
of the Employments allotted. to them. 

- Beſides this general Want of Abilities, which 
would be occaſioned hereby in every Part of our 
Conduct, it would be highly the Intereſt of the 
Corrupted, that to theſe unavoidable Irregularities 
as many voluntary Errors as poſſible might be 
added; ſince when, by a Complication of Diſ- 
treſſes, the Nation ſhould at any Time be alarmed, 
and the Miniſter ſhould ſuſpect his Safety, the 
Price of Corruption would advance; new Preter- 
ions would be pleaded ; new Diſtributions made; 
and new Places erected ; ſo that the Blunders We 
ſhould make in our national Affairs, would be of 
all Incidents the moſt lucrative, and therefore the 
moſt deſirable to a corrupted Parliament. 

And if (as We have ſeen) an unneceſſary Pro- 
fuſion of the publick Treaſure, and an eternal 
Round of Blunders in our national Affairs, muſt. 
be the inevitable Conſequence of a venal Legiſla- 
ture, it cannot be doubted that We muſt alto by 
theſe Means be rendered contemptible to our 
Neighbours, and impotent to our Enemies. 

Beſides, the Management of this Scene of Cor- 
ruption would totally engroſs the Attention and 
Care of Thoſe, who ſhould happen to be Chief in 
Power; ſince, as theſe Practices would rarely cake 
Place, till our Governors have, by their Ambition 
or Avarice, merited the Indignation of the Pub- 
lick, and begin to apprehend its juſt Reſentment z 
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and as the Protection acquired by theſe vdioius Me- 


thods will continually augment the publick Ha- 


tred, it would become more and more neceſſary to 
a Miniſter, in ſuch - Circumſtances, to perpetuate 
his Influence over the Parliament, from whence only 
He could hope for Security againſt the united 
Murmurs of an inflamed People. By theſe Means 
his own Safety, and the Continuation of his Power, 
being of ſo much more Importance to Him, 
than the Intereſt or Honour of that Country, by 
which He muſt know Himſelf deteſted, He would 
naturally purſue the Methods of Corruption, and con- 
ſider them as the principal, if not the ſole Operations 
of Government at the ſame Time diſregarding the 
Loſs of our national Reputation, the Deſtruction 
of our Commerce, and the Abolition of our Power, 
provided that over any of theſe Ruins the grand 
Machine of Corruption might be conducted with 
greater Eaſe and Security; for Corruption will 
neceſſarily conſtitute one abſolute Minifter, and put 
the whole Legiſlature in his Pocket, as Villars 
Duke of Buckingham did Proxies, which He car- 
ry'd to ſuch a Pitch, that it occaſion'd an Order, 
which is ſtill obſerv'd, that no Lord ſhould have 
more than two Proxies. | 

T hus does it appear that a corrupted Parliament, 
inſtead of protecting the public Liberty and the 
publick Happineſs, by having its Intereſt connected, 
as it ought to be, with That of the reſt of the 
Nation; inſtead of anſwering the Purpoſe of 
its original Inſtitution, would deliver us up, al- 


moſt without Redemption, to the deſpotick Power 


of their Paymaſter. They would pillage the pub- 
lick Treaſure without Remorſe; draining the 
People, on the moſt groundleſs Pretences, of vaſtly 
larger Sums, than even what the Icandalous Wages 
of their Serv itude amounts to, With a View that, A 
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the Multiplicity of Tranſactions, their own Plun- 
der might be more eaſily ſcreen'd from Obſervation. 
We have alſo ſeen, that it muſt neceſſarily throw 
the Buſineſs of the Nation into Hands the leaſt 
capable of executing it, by which Means our 
* Commerce, our Reputation, our Spirit, and our 
Power, would immediately decay, by no ſmall 
Degrees; and from the moſt free, the moſt ha 

: py, and the braveſt People in the Univerſe, We 
: ſhould ſoon become contemptible Slaves, eminent 
only for our Hretcheaneſs and Cowardice, | 
! Theſe would be the dreadful Conſequences of a 
* corrupted Legiſlature, if the Virtue of the Nation, 
in ſuch an Exigency, ſhould not intetpoſe betimes ; 
and from hence You may judge of what infinite 
Importance it is to your Safety, that even on the 
Suſpicion of any indirect Influence upon your Re- 
preſentatives, your Attention ought to be awakened 
by every honeſt Art, and your Caſe laid before 
You ; that You may be enabled to diſcover when- 
ever You are in Danger of being. betrayed, or 
ſold by your Repreſentatives ; for if, in Conſe- 
quence of- theſe Informations, You 1 ſuſpect 
the Miſchief, it will then be in your Power to 
prevent its Effects; ſince there is veſted in You, 
by the Laws of the Land, and the repeated Reſo- 
lutions of the Houſe of Commons, an effectual Re- 
medy againſt all the Conſequences of ſuch irregular 
Proceedings. 

The Remedy I mean is the Right of petitioning 
his Majeſty for a free Parliament, and for the 
Redreſs of Grievances. | 

You are intitled to this Right, as I have already 
obſerved, by numerous Rc ſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, and by many expreſs Laws ; particu- 
larly by the Bill of Rights, framed at the Revolu- 
tion, as the Charter of our future Freedom. of 

ay, 
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Nay, fo facred has this Right been formerly 


eſteem'd, that when, on Occaſion of the Petitions, 
for the Sitting of the' Parliament, from all Parts 
of the Kingdom, in the Time of Charles 29, 
the Conrt- Party endeavoured to procure Counter- 
Addreſſes, declaring their Abhorrence of ſuch Peti- 
tioning ; the Parliament, upon their Meeting, did 
not only declare, Nemine contraditente, that it is, 
and ever hath been the undoubted Right of the Sub- 
jetts of England 10 petition the King for the calling 
and fitting of Parliaments, and redreſſing Grie- 
vances; but They alſo reſolved, that to traduce ſuch 


* a Petitioning as a Violation of Duty, and to repre- 
ſent it to his Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditious, is 


to betray the Liberty of the Subject, and contributes 
to the Deſign of ſubverting the ancient legal Conſtitu- 


tion of this Kingdom, ard wmtroduting arbitrary 


Power. | 
In Conſequence of theſe Votes it was ordered, 
that a Committee be appointed, to enquire of all ſuch 
Perſous, as have offended againſt theſe Rights of the 
Subjects; and Sir Francis Withens having been 
found guilty by the Committee of encouraging the 
Addreſſes I" the Abborrency &c. it was reſolved, 
that Sir Francis Withens, by promoting and preſent- 
ing 16 his Majeſty an Addreſs expreſſing his ſaid Ab- 
horrency, hath betrayed the undoubted Rights of the 
Subjects of England. 8 
It was alſo ordered that He ſhould be expelled 
the Houſe, and that He ſhould receive his Sentence 
on his Knees. Nw, | ey 
Many others too were cenſured ; and an Im- 
achment was ordered againſt Sir Francis North, 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, for adviſing 
and aſſiſting in drawing up and paſſing a Proclama- 


tion, that had been iſſued againſt tumultuous Pe- 
Hons, 5 
Nor 
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Nor is it ſurprizing that an honeſt Parliament 
ſhould thus ſtrenuouſly aſſert the Right of the Sub- 


ject to petition his Majeſty for the Redre/5 of their 


Grievances; eſpecially for the Calling, and Sitting 
of Parliaments; tot Experience had taught Them, 
that in our moſt ſcandalous Times, when the Prac- 
tice of influencing our Repreſentatives, by pecuniary 
Diſtributions, had taken Place, the moſt effectual 
Method of removing this Evil, had been found 
to be Addreſſing his Majeſty to grant to his loyal 
Subjects the Benefit of a free Parliament, either by 
delivering up to publick Juſtice Thoſe of his 
Miniſters, who had thus abuſed his royal Confidence, 
in debauching the Legi/lature, or by diſſolving the 
Parliament, which had ſubmitted to this Diſho- 
nour, and thereby putting it in the Power of the 
Publick, by a new Elon, to replace with Gen- 
tlemen more worthy of their. Confidence the Seats 
of Thoſe, who were known thus infamouſly to 
have betrayed their Truſt. 

And ſhould You, by the future Triumphs of 
Corruption, be ever neceſſitated to requeſt the ſame 
gracious Favour of his preſent Majeſty, We ſhould 
have the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions to hope, from his 
known Regard to Juſtice, and to the Intereſts of 
his People, that in this righteous Cauſe He would 
not be inexorable to your Petitions. 

For if, in any ſuch future Exigence, it ſhould 
appear to his Majeſty by the Unanimity and Ear- 
neſtneſs of your Addreſſes, that your Complaints 
were not the artful Clamours of a Faction, aimin 
at Power, nor did ariſe from all the *avicked Arts 
and Inſinuations, that Malice and Fal/hood could ſug- 
v2} ; but were founded on the real Ills We ſhould 
fel; when it ſhould by theſe Means be evident 
to his Majeſty, that zheſe Petitions of his faithful 
Subjects were only the . honeſt Efforts of a free 
" | People, 
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People, zealous for the Preſervation of their Ho- 
zour and their Liberty, and thereby moſt effectu- 
ally ſecuring the Luſtre of the Throne, it would 
be Injuſtice to his known Paſſion for Equity, to 
ſuppoſe that, under theſe Circumſtances, We 
thould not receive from his royal Hands all the 
Redreſs, which the Greatneſs of our Sufferings 
would then require. 

But as We cannot flatter Ourſelves that all our 
future Monarchs will be equally diſpoſed with his 
preſent Majeſty, to liſten to the juſt Requeſts of 
their People ; and as it is much more prudent to 
prevent Diſorders, than to neglect them for a Time, 
relying on the Efficacy of the Remedies, of which 
We are ſuppoſed to be Maſters, it would therefore 
become your Wiſdom ſeriouſly to deliberate on 
the moſt likely Means of ſecuring your Repreſen- 
tatives, at all Times, from this pernicious Influence 
of Corruption, ſo fatal to their Honour, and to 
your Safety. 

This I conceive, as to the Houſe of Commons, 
will be belt effected by a Bill, that ſhould reſtrain 
and limit the Number of Members, poſſeſſed of 
Places under the Crown ; and ſhould at the ſame 
Time enact proper Penalties againſt ſuch Perſons, 
beyond the Number allow'd, who, during their 
Continuance in that Houſe, ſhould partake of the 
Bounites of the Crown, either in Penſions, Grants, 
Places, Quartering, or in any other Shape what- 
ever; for the eaſy Diſcovery of all which ſecret 
Tranſactions, effectual Methods ſhould likewiſe be 
taken in the ſame Bill. | 

Such an Act as this would eſtabliſh and confirm 
the antient Luſtre of the Houſe of Commons; for 
it would effectually render the Intereſt of hat 
Body inſeparable from the true Intereſt of the Na- 
ion; and We ſhould thereby have the moſt _ 

bitable 
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bitable Security that the general Courſe of our pub- 
lick Affairs would be directed by a due Regard to 
our Honour, and our Happineſs. 

This, perhaps, might be one of the Motives, 
which incited Thoſe, whom for many Years paſt 
You have conſidered as the Guardians of yoyr Li- 
berty, to engage in the late Sece//ion, in order to 
avow to You in the molt affecting Manner a Truth, 
that had You been only told it, might poſſibly not 
have ſufficiently alarmed You, 

With this Truth, however diſagreeable, your 
Safety demands that You ſhould be acquainted ; it 
being in your Power only to ſave the Nation from 
the impending Danger. 

Know then that it is the Opinion of Thoſe, who 
have hitherto exerted Themſelves in your Service, 
that if a Place- Bill be not procured, all their honeſt 
Efforts will for the ſuture be uſeleſs to You, and 
your Conſtitution will ſoon be at an End. 

For it cannot be doubted that our Conſtitution 
will be at an End, and We ſhall be Slaves to the 
Crown, whenever a Majority of both Houſes of Par- 
liament are Servants of the Crown, and vote only as 
the Miniſter directs Them. 

The Houſe of Lords We all know to be a perma- 
nent Body, and molt of the great Offices of State 
will probably, nay even neceſſarily, be ſhar'd a- 
mongſt Them. Perſons of ſuch exalted Rank and 
Honour may not be thought ſo liable to the In- 
fluence of a Miniſter ; but it will require no ſmall 
Degree of Virtue to oppole his Meaſures, however 
unjuſt, if it ſhould be true that the annual Sum of 
209,400 : oo: ool. is diltributed amongſt Them. 

In the Houſe of Commons, above two Hundred 
Metfibers are known to poſſeſs profitable Poſts ; of 
which it is in the Powgr of the Crown to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs Them at Pleaſure z and the Total of their 

H known 
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known Salaries amounts to above tro Hundred 
thoſuand Pounds per Annum. e 
There are, beſides, great Numbers of Candi- 
dates for Places; it being a Maxim perpetually 
inculcated amongſt all Thoſe, who have any Pre- 
tenſions to Preferments of any Kind, that the moſt 
ſpeedy and infallible Method of ſucceeding is 
being choſen into Parliament; nay, it is not un- 
common for a Poſt to be given away, under this 
expreſs Condition, that He, who receives it, ſhall 
immediately endeavour to get Himſelf choſen 5 
and in many Offices the Poſſeſſor is expected to be 
conſtantly im Parliament, his Seat in that Houſe be- 
ing conſidered as the Tenure, by which He holds 
his Place, and without which his Poſſeſſion would 
be very inſecure. = 
That theſe Gentlemen might be fully inform'd of 
the Duty f from Them, it hath lately 
grown a Cuſtom to diſp'ace Thoſe, who, being 
influenc'd by an honeſt Regard for the Truſt re- 
pord in Them, have ventur'd to oppoſe any mini- 
flerial Meaſures, which They apprehended to be 
miſchievous to the Intereſt of that People, of whoſe 

Rights They had been conſtituted Protectors. 
- Nay, fo far have theſe Practices, theſe pernicious 
Practices, been avowed, that on ſome extraordi- 
nary Inſtances of this Kind, which had been 
mention'd in Parliament, a certain Miniſter had 
the Aſſurance to declare in the Face of that Aſſem- 
bly, that He muſt be a very pityful Fellow, if He 
did not immediately turn out Thoſe, who at any 
Time ſhould oppoſe his Meaſures, a Proceeding, 
which He was pleas'd to ſtile endeavouring to make 
Him leſs a Miniſter. "IP 
This being therefore the avowed Caſe, that Jho- 
ever ventures to oppoſe the Will of the Minifter, 
is ſure of forfening all the Advantages He re- 
ceives 
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ceives from the Crown, it requires no Depth of 
Judgment to diſcern. that our Liberties and Proper- 
ties can never be effectually ſecured, for the Time 
to come, againſt the moſt licentious Schemes of Power, 
till che Number of Place- Men in the Houſe of Com- 
mons is reduced ſo low, as to render Them incapa- 
ble of controuling the honeſter Deciſions of the un- 
influenc'd Part. IT | | 
For, as We have already obſerv'd that the 
known Salaries of the Place- Men amount at preſent 
to above two hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
in the Houſe of Commons, beſides ſecret Bounties. 
which ſome of Them may be ſuſpected ro receive ; 
how can it be expected, in theſe degenerate Days, 
that ſuch. an immenſe Income ſhould be aban- 
doned, meerly from the Motive of honeſtly diſ- 
charging the Truſt repoſed in Them by their 
Electors. 5 | 
For inſtance, the annual Stipends receiv'd from 
the Crown by one Family only amount to more 
than the whole Land-Tax of that County, in winch 
their Eſtates are ſituated. If this Revenue was in 
leſs honeſt Hands, ic could not be expected, that. 
the Reduction of our national Expences, the Bini- 
nution of our Taxes, or the Payment of our Debts, 
ſhould ever influence Them in Oppoſition to their 
more important Intereſt, ſo vaſtly exceeding all that 
They could ever ſuffer from the publick Poverty 
and Misfortunes. END 
| Moreover, the hard Conditions of a Place- Man 
in Parliament, and the Neceſſity He is under, 
either of betraying his Country, if required, or 
lohing a conſiderable Part of his Subſiſtence, 
will neceſſarily deter all honeſt Men from engaging 
in fo hateful a Situation; or if there ſhould be 
amongſt Theſe ſome one of a more inflexible Dif- 
poſition, who dares to _ the Dictates of bis 
H 2 o 4 
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only as it makes a bad Impreſſion on the 
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own Heart, though his whole Fortune fell a Sacri- 


fice to his Integrity, yet This does not mend the 
Matter. His Place would be immediately taken 


from Him, and if it be conſiderable, Another would 


be ſoon found, who would engage Himſelf, on Con- 
dition of having it given Him, to purchaſe the 
Votes of the next venal Borough, that is vacant, 
and thus the deſtructive Syſtem of Corruption 
would continue all its Motions with unabating 
Vigour. | 
Beſides, as our Judgment takes a ſtrong Tincture 
from our luclinations, and as Approbations and 
Diſapprobations, even of the beſt-meaning Men, 
are In ſome Degree influenced by their Mies, 
it would be a very great Misfortune to Them to 
diſcover that the Miniſter was purſuing Meaſures 
detrimental to the Publick ; ſince the Oppoſition 
They mult then engage in, would deprive Them 
of Advantages, which may poſſibly be extremely 
neceſſary to their preſent Condition of Life. This 
Intereſt, which They had upon a Suppoſition that 
the Deſigns of the Miniſter ſhould be upright and 


honourable, will naturally affect their Opinions of 


public Affairs, and will imperceptibly eſtabliſh in 
their Minds ſuch temporary and fallacious Principles 


as may beſt contribute to the quieting of their 


Conſciences, in the Aſſiſtance They thus lend, 
unknown to Themſelves, to the molt deſtructive 
Schemes. 

What occaſions all the Corruption in our Little 
Boroughs, but the general Opinion of Corruption 
within Doors; which gives every mercenary Elettor 
a Pretence for asking to be paid for his Vote? 
This Profuſion of the pablick Treaſure is likewiſe 
very detrimental to the Honour of the Crows, not 
Minds 
of thg People, but diſables his Majeſty from ex- 
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efting his known Generoſity for the publick Good. 
Whar ſignifies an immenſe Civil- Lift, whilſt the 
greateſt Part of it is ſwallow'd up in Places, Pen- 
ſions and ſecret Service? Would it not be infinitely 
more glorious for ſo good a Prince to refund Part 
of it, for the Eaſe of a People groaning under 
their Burthens 3 or, at leaſt, to employ it for the 
Support of new-erected Manufactures, ſuch as the 
Scotch and Iriſh Linnens, or the Encouragement of 
uſeful Arts and Sciences? The building of Meſt- 
 minfter Bridge only, at the royal Expence, inſtead 
of a deſtruftive Lottery, would be a more laſting 
and honourable Monument to his Majeſty's Me- 
mory, than all the Money thrown away by the 
Merhods before-mention'd. 

The Neceſlity therefore of a I aw for reſtraining 
the Number of Place-Men, that may fit in Parlia- 
ment, appearing thus obviouſly requiſite to our fu- 
tare Prefervation, You may poſſibly ask Me, how 
ſo great a Good may be procur'd by your Influ- 
ence. | CLAM 

To this I anſwer, that if fully convinced of its 
abſolute Neceſſity, You reſolve to contribute your 
utmoſt Efforts to obtain it, You cannot ſurely fail 
in ſo virtuous an Atempr. | 

For, not to repeat the Weight that your united 
Petitions would have on your Repreſentatives, or 
the Inſtructions, which You have zow a Right to 
give Them, the Time will ſoon come, when a 
% Parliament muſt be choſen 3; and it will 7her 
be in your Power to make each Candidate's Affec- 
tion to this moſt ſalutary Law a Teſt of his Me- 
rit, and how far He is worthy of the Truſt He 
ſollicits. By theſe Means it will be poſſible, if 
it ſhould appear to be your general Sentiments, to 
compole a. Majority of the next Parliament, w 1 4 

entle- 
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Gentlemen as are honeſt enough not only to ac- 
knowledge the Neceſſity of this Law, but alſo to 
exert their utmoſt Endeavours actually to obtain 
If. $3 237 of 3 e | 
The late Seceſſion too will much contribute to 
this deſireable End. | 1 E 
For as it was principally founded on the appa- 
rent Neceſſity of ſuch a Law, it has by theſe 
Means united the Wiſnes and Endeavours of All, 
who have engaged in it, on this important Point. 
That You may be the better apprized of the 
- Advantages of the Seceſſian, and how much it may 
tend, in its Conſequences, to procure Us this laſt- 
ing Security for our Liberty; I muſt inform You 
that Thoſe, who are the moſt deeply intereſted in 
the Prevalence of Corruption, have been greatly 
alarm*d on this Occaſion, and have therefore ex- 
erted all their Endeavours to render it odious, in 
order to prevent the good Effects of it, by repre- 
ſenting it as a Breach of Truyft, and that it would 
have been more agreeable to the Confidence re- 
pos'd in tboſe Gentlemen by their Electors, to have 
adher'd to the accuſtom'd Forms, and thereby im- 
ſing upon the Nation, than to have declar'd the 
ruth, and inform'd their Conſtituents, as They 
did by this Behaviour, that in the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs it was impoſſible to do Them 
any Service. 
But does not every Member of Parliament 
who accepts of an Employment after his Election, 
give up the Truſt repos'd in Him by the People 
more than Thoſe, who withdraw Themſelves for 
a while, in order to put Matters upon a better 
Footing ? It is therefore ridiculous for the Court- 
Party to upbraid the Country- Party with Self-inte- 


reſted Views, and betraying their Truſt, whilſt They 
are 
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are ſo notoriouſly guilty of both Themſelves in a 
more eminent Degree? For one who accepts of 
a Place, which forfeits his Seat in Parliament, is 
not a temporary, but a perpetual Seceder ; unleſs his 
Elefors are ſo weak, or ſo corrupt as to chuſe Him 
again, 

"The minifterial Party have likewiſe endeavour'd 
to exaggerate the Danger, to which we ſhould be 
hereby expoſed ; fince the Nation would, by theſe 
Means, be left in the Hands of {ach Perſons, as it 
is preſum'd thoſe Gentlemen, compoſing the Seceft* 
ſion, ſuſpect of Deſigns not the moſt innocent. 
But ſurely after the Convention had been approved 
of, it could not be ſuppos d, that any other Mea- 
fure from the ſame Quarter could have miſcarried - 
by their Oppoſition 3 not even that unlimited and 
moſt exttabrdinary Vote of Credit itſelf, which was 
paſs q at i End of the Seſſion, when the Houſe 
is generally thin, without what is now call'd a Se- 
* It was reaſonable, at leaſt, to believe, 
that the Watchfulneſs of the Publick, excited 
by this particular Step, would be a much greater 
Security againſt any new Law, that ſhould have 
been miſchievous to our Liberty, than the faint 
unavailing Efforts of a Minority, which had been 
ſo lately defeated in a Queſtion, the leaſt liable to 
Diſpute of any, that had ever been before hat 
—_ | 
- They have likewiſe repreſented this Seceſſion as 
an Appeal to the People, intended to excite Them 
to a Civil Mar; but This is a Calumny too groſs 
to be impoſed 1 any, but the very meaneſt of 
their own deluded bireling Herd. The bare Recol- 
lection of the Names ot. the Gentlemen engaged in 
it, the Property They poſſeſs, and their paſt Be- 
haviour in publick Life, ſufficiently confute it : 
1 8. „ 0 
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It was only a Kind of /ilent Proteft, and in the 
moſt decent Way, to recover That, without 
which all muſt be loſt. Beſides, I am aſſur'd 
that it aroſe from no previous Concert amongſt any 
of the Members, but was the Reſult of every 
Gentleman's private Judgment of Things, and 
the Impoſſibility of ſtemming the Torrent 
What could be more affecting than the laſt Words 
of the Merchants, viz. that They muſt diſpoſe 
of their EZfefs, ſell their Ships, part with their 

lantations, and fly to ſome other Country for 

rotection, if they could not find it here? —— 
But to return. 

It muſt however be acknowledg'd that his Se- 
ceſſion was intended as an Appeal to the Publick ; 
an Appeal not to excite You to Rebellion, but to 
perſuade You by the legal Methods, which our 
Conſtitution has put into your Hands, to fave your 
Country from all future Dangers, in which the 
ſwoln Power of Corruption may one Time involve 
You. It was intended as a Motive for examining 
into the Events, which preceded it; that You 
might be ſatisfied of your preſent Situation, and 
it was not doubted that it You ſhould, upon 
ſuch an Enquiry, find Yourſelyes in any Danger, 
You would unanimouſly concur in ſome lawful 
Method to prevent it. 

It You ſhould viſibly concur with the Gentle. 
men, who have withdrawn Themſelves, that a 
Place-Bill 1s the moſt proper Expedient, upon 
this Occaſion, They will probably attend the en/#- 
ing Se/jion, in order to propoſe and ſupport zhis 
/alutary Law, not doubting that if They are ſe- 


conded by your Petitions to your reſpective Repre- 


icntatives, framed with a Zeal and Steadineſs be- 
coming the Occaſion, They may even then pra- 
| cure 
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cure this net Reſtriction, ſo neceſſary to the future 
Preſer vation of our Liberty. 

But ſhould all their Efforts on this Head prove 
abortive, the next Seſſion, as They are fully ſatis- 
fied that it would be in vain to attempt the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, in any other Shape till this 
Law can be obtained; They may, perhaps; in 
Conſequencę of ſuch a Diſappointment, again re- 
treat till, by the Exertion of your Virtue and 
Spirit in a neu Election, You ſhall have procured 
to the Kingdom a new Parliament, that ſhall, 
without Heſitation, grant to the Wiſhes and Ne- 
ceſſities of the Publick this invaluable Bleſſing. 

Upon the whole, You cannot doubt, after what 
hath been already faid, that a Bill of this Nature 
is abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of your 
Liberties, and the Support of your Conſtitution. 

There hath been rais'd on the Nation, for 
eighteen Years paſt, at a Medium, near /even Mil- 
lions annually. 

We have all fel: the Hardſhips of ſo exorbitant 
a Payment. It hath ruin'd the moſt valuable 
Branches of our Trade, and brought a very con- 
ſiderable Part of the Kingdom to Beggary and 
extreme Diſtreſs, * 158 

It is highly the Intereſt of the Publick that, by 
the Payment of our Debts, and Frugality in all our 
Expences, We ſhould reduce theſe annual Payments 
as low as poſlible. 

Were our Debts paid, and our Affairs manag'd, 
with r Oeconomy, the whole annual Expence, 
in Time of Peace, need not exceed 1, 170, o00 J.; 
this Sum being * the Whigs, at = 


— 


Vide 4 Paper, intitled @ View of the Taxes, Funps, 
end runtics Rivenuss OF ExnGLAnD, printed in the Year 
| 1712, 


End of the late War, ſufficient for all the neceſſary 
Purpoſes of Government, 

ut the Payment of our Debts, and a Reduction 
of Taxes, that muſt neceſſarily attend it, would 
take away many of thoſe Places, which are now 
poſſeſs'd by Members of Parliament, and their 
Relations. 

This Reduction of our annual Expences, and 
entering into frugal Meaſures, would likewiſe abo- 
liſh more of thoſe Places, and cut off many other 
Articles of private Gain, which our preſent Pro- 
fuſion perpetually furniſhes to the Favorites of a 
Miniſter, 

How therefore can We expect, from the pre- 
ſent ſelfiſh 92 of Mankind, that either our 
Debts, our Taxes, or our Expences, ſhould be in 
any Manner reduc'd, when Thoſe, from whom 
theſe ſalutary Meaſures muſt proceed, are fo 
* intereſted againſt them? | 

f then, it cannot be expected that our Debts 
ſhould be ever paid, our Taxes diminiſh'd, our 
Expences regulated, or our Liberty ſecur'd, whilft 
the Houſe of Commons, by the Number of Place- 
men in it, ſhould he manifeſtly retain'd by the 
Crown, You will ſurely agree that your moſt ſtre- 
nuous Endeavours can never be more virtuouſly 


1712, and reputed to be written by an intimate Friend of Sir 
RonexT WaLeoLE. Un this Paper, the neceſſary annual 
Expences, in Time of Peace, are ſaid to be 10 more than tht 
following, 

£ 


The Civil Lit —1 — 700,000 
The Guards and Garrifoins -—— ——— 350,000 
The Ordinary of the Navy, mms — 120,000 


Total 1,170,000 
employ'd 
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employ'd than in procuring Us an Exemption from 
the Terrors of ſo dangerous a Situation. 

For, according to the high Eſtimation, in which 
I perſuade Myſelf You hold your Liberty and 
Happineſs, You will certainly value «the Means of 
their Preſervation, and will therefore exert your 
moſt zealous Efforts to procure that Law, upon 
which depends the chief Solidity of our Confity- 
tion, and the Continuance of thoſe Bleſſings to out 
2 which We have receiv'd from our An: 
ceſtors. . 

We have had Trials enough to convince U 
that all Attempts elſewhere are in vain; and there- 
tore our Hopes depend intirely upon Y, by all 
legal and peaceable Methods, preſcrib'd by our Con- 
ſtitution; for Nothing is farther from my Thoughts 
than animating You to any violent, or tumultuary 
Proceedings, which would diſgrace ſo glorious a 
Cauſe, and give our Enemies an Advantage over 
Us, inſtead of redreſſing our Grievances —— No, 
whatever your Reſolutions may be, let the whole 
be conducted with that Duty, which becomes good 
and loyal Subjects, as well as ſuch a Spirit as be- 
comes Fregmen, and ſuch Temper as becomes Men 


of Senſe. 
J am, Gentlemen, 
Your affettionate Fellow-Subjett 
and humble Servant, kee. 
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T may not be amiſs to ſubjoin a few Obſerva- 

tions on what hath paſs'd ſince the Seceſſion.” - 

| need not repeat to You that his Meaſure was 
occaſion'd by the Approbation given to the Con- 
vention, which ſeveral Gentlemen apprehended to 
be very injurious and diſhonourable to the Nation, 
for Reaſons mention'd in the foregoing Sheets. 

They choſe therefore to withdraw, after They 
had born their Teſtimony againſt it, leſt even their 
Attendance and fruitleſs Oppoſition might ſeem to 
juſtify and give a Sanction to Meaſures, which 
They could not approve ; for it is the old Cant- 
Way of arguing amongſt Men in Power, that 
their Meaſures muſt certainly be right; becauſe 
they had receiv*d the Approbation of Parliament; 
though, perhaps, They might have previouſly ſe- 
curd a Majority to Themſelves, by Places, ' Pen- 
ions, Promiſes, Threatenings, and other courtly 
Methods of the fame Nature Beſides, theſe 
Gentlemen never remember, or rather affect to for- 
get, the Caſe of the late Earl of Oxford, who was 
impeach'd of High-Treaſon in one Parliament for 
concluding a Treaty, which was voted juſt, wiſe 
and honourable by a former Parliament; and every 
Body knows who had the principal Management of 
that Proſecution. | 


1 
* 


As much as, the Jate Convention was extolPd by 
the miniſterial Party, and gven ſaid. to contain all 
that could be expected at the: End of the moſt ſucceſſ 
ful War; yet it very ſoon appear'd to be as intt- 
tectual as any of our former Treaties, and fully 

jaftt- 
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juſtify'd the Apprehenſions of theſe Gentlemen, who, 
oppog'd it —— It was, indeed, the moſt ſhort- 
lived Treaty, that ever was, made, and reſembles 
the Animal on the Banks of the Nile, which is faid 
to perform all the Functions of Life in one Day. 
For, upon the South-Sea Company's . ta 
pay the unjuſt Demand ot 68,000 }, ſtipulated by 
our Is at Madrid, wie age, þ Conſent, 
the Court of Spain peremptorily refus'd to pay an 

art of the 8 * was agreed upon, = 

pretended Reparation for the Loſſes of our Mer- 
chants z and thus the Time ſtipulated for the Pay- 
ment of it elaps'd, by which the Convention was, 
in Effect, diffolv'd. Nor could the Court of 
Spain be prevail'd upon, by all the pathetick Re- 
monſtrances of our Plenipotentiaries, to proceed 
upon the other Points refer d to Them, without 
making the Payment of this 68,0001. and the 
Revocation of our Meet, two neceſſary Prelimina- 
ries. They likewiſe refus'd to give up their inſo- 
lent Claim of fearching our Ships on the High- 
Seas, and even inſiſted on their Right to ſome ot 
our. Poſſeſſions in the Y/eſt-Indies, Fhis put an 
End to the Conferences; upon which Mr Keene 
preſented a thundering Declaration to the Court of 
Madrid, which was follow'd by an Order of Coun- 


* 


cil at home, for granting Letters of Margue and 
Reprizal to our Merchants. The Preamble to this 
Order breathes a. true Spirit of Reſentment, and 
had the Honour to be ſign'd by the to Arch-Bi- 
ſhops, and. ſome other Privy Counſellors, in the 
Abſence. of the Miniſter, who prudently retir'd 
1nto-the, Country, upon this Occaſion. I will not 
call it a S-ce//ion ; becauſe That is an hard Word, 
and apply*'d-only.to the Country Party. * | | 
Our military Preparations, both by Sea and 
Land, have been carry'd on ever ſince with the 
Ke | utmoſt 
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utmoſt Vigour, by Embargoes, Impreſſing, Juli 
ine,” and Heulen out Ships. This tacks Gr 
occation'd a great Interruption of Trade; and will, 
no Doubt, put Us to a vaſt Expence. But all 


private Conſiderations muſt be facrific'd to the pub 


lick Good; and if à proper Uſe ſhould be made of 

2 prodigious Armaments, I belieye every honeſt 
wlifhman will chearfully ſubmit to his Share of 
the Burchen, TT, 

What feems to give the greateſt Uneaſineſs and 
Diſſatis faction is the Eand- Army; which, with the 
preſent Augmentation, is a very formidable Force, 
and may endanger our Liberties, unleſs They are 
employ'd in foren Service; for there does not 
ſeem to be ary great Danger of a domeſtick Inva- 
fon, from the prefent Circumſtances of Affairs in 
Europe, and mere ould be the leaſt Suſpſcion 
of ſuch a Deſign, our great naval Armaments, 
with the Affections of the People, are more than 
ſufficient to defeat it, without ſuch a zumerous 
ftanding Army. But if there ſhould be any real 
Occalion for Them, either at home, or abroad, it 
is to be hoped that They will be immediately re- 
duced to their former Complement, at leaſt, as ſoon 
as the Service is over; for if They ſhould be con- 
tinued afterwards, it will certainly add to the Un- 
eaſineſs of the People, who have long complain'd 
of the Burthen of a much leſs Number of mercenary 
Troops, in Time of Peace. What may farther 
add to their Apprehenſion, is the Experience of 
many Years how difficult it is to obtain any Re- 
duction of military Forces, when They are once 
raiꝰ d; and ſome diſaffected Perſons might, E 
haps, ſuggeſt that They were kept up for evil Pur- 
poſes againſt the next Election. ; 

A very little Time will now determine whether 

Peace or War is to be the Iflue of all our long and 
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tedious Negotiations. . An honourable Peace is cer- 
tainly the moſt eligible, upon many Accounts; but 
in Caſe That ſhould be any longer deny'd Us by 
our haughty Enemies, a vigorous War will become 
abſolutely neceflary, under all our Incumbrances, 
for the Preſervation of our Trade, Honour, Liber- 
ties, and Conſtitution. I ſhall therefore conclude 


ith this hearty Prayer —— God pꝛoſper the 
Arms of Great Battain! © e 
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